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COURTEOUS READER. 


HEN ourLord and Saviour Jzsus CHR15 T had fed many with afew 
Loves, hz commanded his Diſciples to gather up the Fragments,that nothing he 
loſt, /chx.6.12. And when God was pleaſed ro poure our of his Spirit upon 

ſome of his fairhful Serwanrs in our Generation, he had alſolome of his L/and- 

maides, who gathered up the Crumes of that ſpiritual Bread, which the Lord bleſſedand di- 

(tribuxed among his Diſciples: Of which Number this holy Afarron was one. Now there 

arcthree Arguments whereby it may appear, that God would not have theſe Fragments 

(which she hath gathered into ker Bask«t) to be loſt, viz. Foft, Becauſe, God made 
them (by his Bl-fling) food to her ſoul inthe gathering , and receiving them into her own 
heart, andalſotothe Wa of (everal young Y:rgans in her family, unto whom the Lord made 
ſome of theſe Crumes the bead ofeternal Life. Secondly, Becuwuſe when she had loſt the 
manuſcript (where intheſeand many other of her Experiences were written) in a ſta ſtorme 
wherein sheluffered Shipwrack, yet God, who preſerved her life , did alfopreſerve theſe 
Experiences in her heart , where it ſcemeth they were written, not with ink Lut by his ho- 
ly Spirit. 7 hirdly, Becauſe she bei: g preſled in Spirit to Communicate them morepublikely, 
theSpirit oftheLord did bring them ag:into her remembrance,and She hath been made wil- 
ling topublish them as her Teſ!zmony and witnels of the free grace, and fresh Amoynrings 
of the Lords Spitit , whom hc hath promiſed to poure forth upon his ſervants, and Hard- 
maides inthe laſt dayes, 1vel 2: 28, 29, 31, 32. Now for as muchas this lictle Book is pre- 
ſented to thee , * CHRISTIAN. READER, 48 a Basket full of iragments, be not offended 
with the broakenneſs of any matrer , which thou mayeſt meer within the Ready thereof: 
conlidering , that God, who hath madethem a bleſling to others, may ble(s them un- 
to thee . Thou mayeſ{t rake ndrice of cbree Things in this little Book, which 1 judge 
worthy of every Chriſtians obſervation, to wit, firit, Her extraordmary Teachings of God 
by his holy Spiritand Word, when she could nor enjoy the ordmmury means of his own ap- 
pointmenrs. This godly Woman. ( after Ged hath begun the good work of grac- in her 
{oil) would not looſe any opportunity she could get either in publicke or pitvatefor her 
precious ſoul, but won!ld often break thorrow ſome difficulties and,cndure ſorne hards hips to 
eajoy ſuch opportunities ; and this she did at thar time, when many profeffors flcighted 
and neglefed ( OgrievomSim | yea contemned the Miniſtry of rhe word. Now obſ:rve, 
That as she followed che Lord, and waited upon him in the uſ* of the means of Grace, when 
She could enjoy it , ſorhe Lordwas pleaſed { of the exceeding Riches ofhis free G.ace ) not 
onely to do her foul good by his pieſeace and power therein : But allo ( when she could 
not enjoy the Oz1ward meanes of grace ) the Lord waited ro be gracious unto herfoul, and 
followed her with'the mward reachings of his holy Spirit, and word , as She hath wit- 
nelled in many particulars in this her Book. And it thy experience, CounrTEOUS 
READER, cannot ſeal unto the Teſtimony, that she gives of thaſe Spiritual Teachings: 
Yer do not ſtumbleatthem, do not judge her , for 5he hath received an UnEtion from the 
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holy One, and is taught of God. In the Reading of her Book , thou wilt mect with 
ſome ſuddain andunexſpetted Tranſition from one thing toanother, ( and thou maycft 
rink ir to be ſome what abruptly) yer Cenſure not roo rashly , but rather confider , hs 
even this alſo may, yeadoth hold ſome proportion untethe courſe of Heayen and Heaven- 
ly communications. The Flusbandman will not wonder to ſceshowers and Shiniogs , bright 
21d dark Clouds ſucceed each other, knowing that the Rain which comes from Heaven hath 
its ſeaſons and its meaſurervwo. Will the Marriner marvel tofce the (eas ſwell and rage 
ina great ſtorm*,or admire the &.1 ne(s and (moothnels ofthe deep watters in a great calme. 
Or willany who liv $uponth= (:acoalt think the frequent Ebbing & flowing of the tyde 
a ſtrange thing. Neither will any experienced. Chriſtian marvel at theſuddain Ebbin 
and flowing of joy*s, and {orrowes in the hearts of Saints. The operations and Admint- 
- (trations of cae Spirit are various, 1. Cor. 12: 4, 5,6, 7. Sometimes the Spirit 1s poured out 
pon the ſoulcs of Believers ( 45 floods upon the dry ground ) And thole (puitual showers 
and shinings do maxe a ſpriog of Graccin the wilderne(s of their hearts. Where of the 
Lord hath {poaken by his Prophets. ſa. 5 1: 3. and 44: 3,4. and 32: 15,16, 17. Jer. 31: 
v. 12, Butat other time-the glory of the Saints comforts , joyes., and light is ſocloud- 
ed, andeclip{cd, thatthey are under great deſertions, 1ſa.54: veiſ.7; 8,11. Yea and 
may for ſome rrme walkin dakneſs and have no light , 1ſ#.50: 10. Secondly, Another 
thing [ judge worthy the Readers obſervation in this Book, is this Chriſtian womans Expe. 
rieace of the preſ:nce and power of God,accompanying her conſciencious endeavours to do 
good unto vke fouls of others both in her own family etpecially,andalſoin ſome other fami- 
lies, whereshe ſo journed ſometime. I mention notthis for her praiſe 5 who deſires that God 
alone may have ali the Gloty of whatſoever he hath done for her or by her ; ( «he needs no 
EpiHties of Commendation from men ) But (ceing her Experiences are made ſo publicke , my 
hearts dcetire is, that Parcurts and Governours of farailics would followher Example therein: 
Endcavouring ( as «he did) rhe Convertion and ſanctification ofthem, whomGod had com- 
mitted io tic charge, by [nſtcuctions, councel, and reproofe, which she adminiſtred, with 
ſo much love, wildome, zcal, and renter heart<dnels, that rhey proved by Gods bleſſing 
an cffectual means of the convertion of many , ſome of whom are yer living witacſles of 
the truth hereof, and alſo of many other her Experiences relatedinthis her Book. She 
was not onely a Governclle, but(as it were)a Prophercſs in her family, for she prayed con- 
ſtantly with c childr:n and Maidens, shealfo read the holy Scriptures daily unto them, 
and (o ſpakefromthem, that many ofthem, who heard her ( mn her family duties ) be. 
lieved and turned tothe Lord. She opened her mouth with wiſdome, and in her rongue 
was the Law of kindn*15,a; Solomon ſpake of the virtuous woman, Pro.3 126,27, 28, 29. 
She did ſo Chatcchiſe rhe young children, and inſtruct the clder maidens, tha t they 
all learn*d ro know , and many of them to do their' dury to God and man. Thirdly, there 
is yet one thing more, which 1 would have thee, Courrrous Reader, —_— in thy heart, 
ro voit , the gitt of (inging picitual Songs and Hymnes, whih she pr ſents thee with ſome 
inſtances ofin her Book, h:reand there occaliocallyjrouching, which Admioviſtration 1 am 
willing for thy cdificationro (iy; 1, That nging of Plalmes, Hymnes, and Spiritual 
Songs (br1g uz Ordmance of ciods woarrhuy) ought to be performed by a gift, and the £i- 
ſtance of the Spirit , as well as prayer. 1. Cor-14: 12,15. Whati;ir then? -Jvvull pr 
wruith the Spirir, &c. Towuliſing woth the Spirit, &c.. Nowasto takea book and: ad a 
prayer ou: of it, or to (ay a prayer without the Book, 1s notto pray in the Spinit, ſo 
torcada Plaline ina Book, and ting it, ortofing theſame Plalme without the Bock is 
4 not 


notto ſing intheSpirit: Ifrhe finging of Plalmes be apart of Gods worship (a; doubtleds ir 
is) then it 0uZhr tobe performed by alliſtance oftheſp1rir, for thetrue worshippers ought to 
woighip Godin {pirit andtruth, John. 4: 23,24. 2. Thar Chriſtians ought to ling Spi. 
ritual Songs and Hymnes, 4s well as Pſalmes , unto the Lord ; And that with grace in 
their hearts , Col. 3: 16. for the _ ( which the Lordlaverh) i: in the heart, rather 
then inthe voyce, Fph.5:19. 3. They who performs this part of Gods worship, whe. 
ther they ſpeak untothemlſclves in private,or unto others morepublickly,ought ro havethe 
word of Chriſt, rodwell richly in them , yeaand x0 be filled with theSpirit , as the Apo- 
ſtle reſtiheth , Epheſ. 5: wril7,18,194 20. and Colof. 3 : vers 15. I haveknownſore 
other Godly and gracious Chriſtians ( beſides -rhis grave and holy Matron ) who have 
this gift © Singing : and I my ſelf have ſome experience of this kinde of Anoynt- 
ing of the Spirit of praiſe , which will ( 7 hope ) ere long be powred forth upon the ſons 
anddaughters of Zion. Andthenthey will praiſe Jehovah, inging tothe Lord a new 
Song , and his praiſeinthe Congregation of Saints, as is prophetied, Pſx.149: 1,2, 5. and 
Iſas. FI:11. and 52:1,8. &c. The holy Spirit candictare the Matter, yea and words 
of praiſe and finging, as well as the matter and words of prayer: And why may 
not the Lord aſſiſt a poor gracious humble ſoul ro fing in the Spirit, as well as to pray in 
the Spirit : ſeeing there nothing too hard for God, to do ? It was by many ( and is 
ſtill by ſome ) denyed, that there 15 any ſuch thing as a Spiritual gift of prayer , ſave onely 
that wubich is acquired. And yet thegracious experience of many Godly perſons doth teſti- 
fy that thereis {uch a gift of the Spirit, called a ſpirit of ſupplication, which is powred forth 
upon the Lords people. And although many nay moſt Godly Chriſtians do not believe 
there is any ſuch Spirirual gift of ſinging as I havehere intimated , yer ſome few poor gra- 
Cious has ſouleshavegood Experience, that thereis ſometimes a meaſure of the holy 
Spirir powred upon them , where by they are ſo filled with theSpirit, that they break forth 
into ſinging : Pray thereforethat thou mayeſt ſing, and praiſe the Lord, when the Redeem. 
ed of the Lord shall return and come with inging.co Zion , Iſa. 51: 11. Andthe Children 
of Zion be joyful in their King. Pſal. 149: 1. Unto whom be glory and dominion for 
ever, AMEN. Sopraycthhe, w © Waiteth for his Kingdome and Coming. 
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ERRATA. | 
P4: 1: Line$,9, read forbearance ; line16. v. ſinned; 1. 19. r. petty 
Pag. 3+ line. 1. 7. I was ſtirred ; line. 3. 4. r. tome towards Heaven . 
Pag. 4. l. 7. r. ſtumbleſt; Pag. 6.1.1, r. heed; Pag.7. l. 6. r. Chriſtening, 
Pag. 8, l.25. 26. r. unbelict: Pag,g. 1. 12. readrenewings. 


Theſe and ſome other litteral miſtakes the Reader is deſired to 
_ © _ mendinthe peruſal of this Book, 
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SISTER) GD AR Had once hard thoughts of the people of 
S _ BN ( AAS 4 God, yet being on atime perſwaded to go 
WI *&-16 hear them, 1 went though notout of lo- 
ez ve to them » but to vyatch vyhat I could 


fe obſerve; and being then over perſwaded 


/ZPAMD againſt them,and the Miniſters Text (that 

} GN then preacht) was Rom.2z: 45,6. orDiſpi= 
6 XC. ſeſt thou the riches of bis goodneſs, and forbea- 
ISE JJ) cance » and long ſuffering , not knowing that 

-— WW the goodneſs of God leadeth thee uuto repent an- 
OSS ce; but after thy hardneſs and impenttent heart 


treaſure#t up to thy ſelf wrath agamit the day of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous Judgment of God , who will render to every 
man according to his deeds. 
Verily at this opportunity the dread of God did much ſmite upon my 
J heart, that Thad ſo long linnend againſt his patience and goodneſz. He 
had this paſſage , that the ſword of the Lord hung as ina twine threed , 
to cut of all pitty ſwearers; andI having been one that durſt not ſwear 
great oathes, ( but {mall ones I was addi&ted to) I thought it mer with 
my particular condition : Then had I lictle acquaintance with any that 
feared the Lord; unleſs it were one family, and they were much afraid of 
me for a ſeaſon, becauſe 1 had been fo vain. 

Then was I caſt upon the Lord alone , who/did'much ſupport mee by 
his grace, bleſſed be his name yetthe yery firſt night after he begants 
work upon my heart, I fell underthis temptation, that I should not eat 
any more, but rarher die, and then I should ceaſe from ſinning againſt 

' the Lords goodneſs ; I then caſt away wy prayer-book, for it did 1 
A rea 


2 Chriftian Womans experiences 
reach iy neceſſities, and I ctied unto the Lord alone to teach mee 
to pray; Then ct11cndeavour to keep cloſe to the belt reaching mi- 
viſtery I could and; 1 was very ignorant, yet did ſearchthe Scriptures dili- 
gently: but found them very dark to mee, 1 dayly ſaw a more clear diſco- 
very of my ſinful nature , and then began to be ſorely perplexed with feass 
thad I could not be a child of God, becauſe 1 knew not how to get victory 
over ty fin, and though 1 uſed all meanes I could, yet wy corruptions 
would ſometimes break torth, which made mee often times ready to diſpa- 
re, andtocaſt ofall. 

But one day amongſt the reſt the Lord made mee refolve, though he 
kild mee, yet I would truſt in him; he made meealſo delire of him that 
it he would not (ave mee , yet that he would not let mee go back again 
into fin ( torthe ſence of Gods goodneſs was much upon my heart. ) 

Then in ſeveral Sermons God was pleaſed to ſpeak peace to my poor 
foul, yet after through the violence of temptations, | often queſtioned my 
condition; ſometimes I was tempted to murder my felt, ſometimes to ſtar, 
ve my ſelf; yet the Lord upheld mee, for I could not make my cale known 
to any but God for the ſpace of two years , all which ſeaſon 1 was won- 
derfully kept by the power of God alone. In this tune was Icalled by my 
friends into a darck corner of the land full of ignorance, yet I wasſorely 
rroubled,eſpecially when I was overtaken with any fin, ſti]] I fell down be- 
fore#.he Lord bewailing my ſins ; then did the Lord give mee much com- 
fort from this place of Scripture. Jer. 31: 20. Is Ephraim my dear ſon is be 
4 pleaſant child , for ſince I ſpake againſt him, 1 ds earneſtly remember him ſtill : 
therefore my bowels are troubled for him ; I will ſurely have mercy upon bim . 
faith the Lord, 

Now in the place where I was were many Papiſts , and they much en- 
deavoured to have mee of their judgment: But God kept mee in a thirſt- 
ing frame of ſpirit after the preaching of the word, and often caſt in my 
mind , that I should , Mate. 6: 33. Firtſeek the Kingdom of God, and the 
righteouſneſs thereof , and all other things should be added. 

Wee had in that placea bad Miniſter , but to God I made my ſuppli- 
cation , anduſed what means I could to obtain a better, and God was 
pleaſedto anſwer my deſires , and ſent a better to that very place, who 
remained there the time that I ſtayed ,, under whoſe honneſt teachings I 
often met with ſweet refreshing. + Fw TO ang; 


They 


Of the gloriom working of Gods free. grace_;. 3 
Then was ſtirre& vp by my friends to change my condition, to be 
married to an husband ; upon which I did earneſtly begg of God that I 
might have one that did fear the Lord, thathe _ be a furtherance to 
heaven, andindeed ſo hee was. For I married with a manthat was much 
in practical diuties,” yet ſome difterence there was in our judgments , 
v hichoftcn cauſed no ſmall trouble in my ſpirit : but it had this effe&, 
it cauſed meeto cry to Go4, andto ſearch the Scriptures, ſo much the 
more, uſing all means for aiight underſtanding in the things and wayes of 
God, and it became heIplul to mee . And inthis time of my earneſt 
ſeeking of God alune, he was plealedto 6iſcover to mee by dreames and 
viſions of the nivhe , the ugglineſs of finina far greater inanner thenever 
I ſayy it before : andin dreams brought many Scriptures to mind that did 
anſwer ſome queſtior.s , and ſatisfy ſome doubts, that were in my heart ; 
and ſo did cauſe darkneſs to become light before mee at thattime : and 
this did the Lord do in the abſcnce of other meanes, ſoon after I gained 
information where the word was powerfully preached : but it being 
ſomething far from mce, I had ſomedifficulty togetto itz yet it being 
(throughgrace) moreto nee then my ordinary vp I keept cloſe to 
opportunities of the word there preached; which in an eſpecial manner 
God was pleaſed ro make very uſefulunto mee. And 1injoying often 
many ſweet taſts of the preſence of God in his ordinances, was carried 
out through all weathers to wait upon him and this I can truely ſay from 
real experience that the worſt wheather 1 wentthrough the more of God, 
1 met within his ordinances, 1 remember one very wet day, I had much 
comfort from theſe worls; /letthis incourage others,) Joh. 1: 2,3, Now are 
wee the ſous of God , and it doth not yet appear what we 5hall bee: And after- 
wards while my meditations were ſomething upon Hebrews 6; 5, 6. 
I was much ſlirred up to mind, how far an Hypocrite might goin Religion: And 1 
began to conſider, whether or no I had gone any fuither then ſuch a one 
mightgo, for I ſaw plainly that a nerfon might go very far, and yet 
bein a Bd ſtate, though they may be en'ightened and taſt of the heaven- 
ly gift, and be partakers of the ho!y Spirit, yea and taſt of the good 
word, and alfo hear the beſt Preachers gladly , as Herod did John the 
Baptift, and as Agrippa did Pail, and yet be but almoſt a Chriſtian, 
Then I being at a Sermon, the words of the Text were : Marc, 6: 
vers 20, Andbe did many things: That Miniſterthen sbewed , that an Hy- 


pocrite or a reprobate might do many things : but yet a true child of God 
Az : + Can 


Chriſtian Womans experiences 
can do more; he named two things in whicha child of God goeth beyond 
an Hypocrite, 

Firſt, that he doth as much deſire to be holy as happy, 

2. That he doth as earneſtly fet himſelf againſt all fin as ſome. 

Then was I exceedingly taken up in my thoughts about this thing, 
but being carried out to ſeck the Lord earneſtly, he was pleaſed to giie 
inthis anſwer; Thou tumbleſt ſo much at the ſtone of aſſurance that thou 
forgeteſt to build , then did God let me ſee that the foundation and top» 
ſtone is Jeſus Chriſt, and that I muſt ceaſe from my own workes , and 
tike Chriſt upon his own termes , and then entred I intoſomereſt, 

Oh, what a knotty piece was I to work upon! for until he put forth 
his mighty power I could not believe; and I found nothing ſtronger then 
free grace to ſtricke at the root of my fin. 

Alſo on another ſnowy day I going many miles to, hear, I was re- 
freshed much from theſewords, 2 Cor.12: 9. My grace  ſuſſicient for 
thee . | 

And on another day from theſe words: Luke 10: 20. But rather rejoyces 
becauſe your names are writtenin heaven. And another time aboundance of 
comfort from that Scripture: 1 Cor.2: 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear beard nei- 
ther, hath it entred into the heart of man, to conceive the things which God hathpre- 
paredfor them that love him. It was a very ſore day when 1 went to this op- 
portunity and a very bitter Journey I had, but God made it exceeding 
{weet unto mee. 

Alſo I had a very great fit of a feaver, by reaſon of the trouble of con- 
ſcienceI was under; andin the time of that great feaver , the Lord was 

leaſed to ſet that Scripture upon my heart : Rev. 22: 17- The Spirit and 
the bride ſaid comm, and let him that beareth ſay , come; and let bimthat is athirf 
come; and whoſoever will, let him come, and take of the watters of Life freely: 
Which did adminiſter ſo much comfort & refreshing to mee from a ſence 
of the freeneſs of Gods grace, being ſet upon my heart, with ſo much 
ower of the Spirit that I was (contrary tothe Judgement of Phyſicians ) 
Foon raiſed to my health again. Forindeed I had at that time been ex- 
ceeding]ly troubledin my ſpirit about my fins , which I had been looking 
back upon; for I had made a Catalogue of them, andſpread them before 
the Lord for pardon : But thinking themto be ſo many , that God would 
not pardon them, I did much defire I might die, and go out ofthe bo- 
dy, andnotliye any Longerin it, to encreaſe mine iniquities. And 
although 
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of the gloriom working of Gods free grace__;. $ 
although at this time a good Miniſter didendeavour to comfort mee , yet 
I put comfort from mee, and ſaid, itdid not belong to mee till the God 
ot allgrace was pleaſed to give itin by the power of his Spirit, as beſore 
mentioned, and then after our good God had given mee a taſt of the ri- 
ches of his pardonning love andgrace in Chriſt Jeſus : I was alſo car- 
ried out to pitty others, and begge that God would let them alſo taſt of 
the ſame ; and a particular perſon was ſet upon my heart to begge of God 
fxr, andinashort timethe Lord was pleaſed to anſyyer my delire in wor- 
king a work of gracein that ſoul. 

Then I was called by providence to remove into adark family , where 
I had lived ſometime beotorezand Ithen finding much oppoſition againſt 
mce , was not willing to go thither again, butſet my ſelfto pray , not 
that I might be willing to ſubmit to the will of God , but that 1 might 
not remove into that family , though had I then underſtoodit, my call 
was clear enough, being earneſtly deſired there unto by my husbang , 
and invited by the family , who now profeſſed they could not be without 
mee , though ( when I was there before ) they did not affeR mee well , 
being lofty , and could not bear ſuch admonitions that ſometimeletting 
fall among them , but upon the importunity of my husband and this fa- 
mily 3 I then at length ſer my ſelfroſeek the Lord, that my heart might 
be made to ſubmit to his will , what everit were; and that if I did go, I 
might ſome way or other be uſeful to him in that place. Now that which 
made mee ſounwilling to go untothat family , was becauſe of the oppo- 
fition , that I had met with before in the wayes of God, and then a want 
of the means, both of preaching the word and fellowship with the 
Saints. | : 

But upon my earneſt ſeeking , roknow the mind of God, and to be 
brought to ſubmit unto it, my heart was ſoon made willing to go, which 
accordingly Idid ; and 1 had not been long there before, it pleaſed the 
Lord to worke upon one of the family (to my great comfort and re- 
freshing ) who was one that I looked upon as unlike as any in the fa- 
mily , 

Alſo the Lord was pleaſed by death to take away a child from mee , 
which was to my caſting down , and for ſcmetime I was under acloud, 
and queſtioned whither 1 were a child of God? and whither my child 
were ſaved? Inthattime a good man laboured to comfort mee, tzlling 
mee before, the Lord gave mee a ſon, he gaye mee his own ſon; Oh, ſaid 
I, that I could ſee that { A 3 Why 
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why ſaid hee , if you will ſee that, take head of a curſting lavy , a flan- 
dring devil, and an accuſing conſcience; all which the Lord hath delive- 
red you from, and therefore now wait uponthe Lord 1 am confident the 
Lord will appearin this thing. 

And the Lord was pleaſed after ſecking of him, to ſet it upon my 
heart , that that chilJ was well with him , and that he had ſuch another 
mercy for mee on earth, which he gave mee faithin, notwithſtanding 
great oppolitions againſt at that preſent : yer after ſome half a years 
waiting upon the Lord I was aſſured ofit. 


A fit of deſertion_. 


Afterthis the God of comfort was pleaſed to withdraw and leave mee 

in a deſerted condition, which'I found to be very fad, and I was very much 

erplexed in my ſpirit, but could not ſpeak of it unto any : Bur going to 

eara Sermon , tne Miniſter was upon tht Text : Lord forſake mee not 

utterly (thatis to ſay ) not oyerlong leaſt the ſpirit thould fail before thee: hee 

then shewed what deſertion was; and why God doth ſometime ſeem to 
leave his own people. 

Becauſe ( ſaid he ) throug ſome pride, they thouge they could walk 
alone, and ſo negleQed their watch, then God hide his face, that they 
might lee their own inſufticiency: and know that all their peace, ſtrength 
and comfort isin and from him: Andthis (through mercy) was a great 
help unto mee at that time. 

Further, while I was under that miniſtry, God vas pleaſed to convin- 
ce mee of the falſneſs of their Worship, which in that place then yas uſed, 
and having an opportunity togo with others to the communion ( as they 
call it) I could not kneel] as therelt did, but ſat down as if I had kneeled ; 
and as I there ſat, ircameupon my heart tothink thus ( as if it had been 
ſpoken to mee) why diſſembleſt thou a worship before the Lor4, hee that 
commands thee to kneel there, may as well command thee to kneel at an 
Altar, ( although at that time there was nothing known of ſetting up 
of Altars) which thing I made known tothat Minilter, and did warn him 
that ifAltars should be ſer up, that he would not(for filthy lucre ſake kneell 
atthem himſelf, nor compel others ſo todo: But he told mee he could 
not believe any ſuch thing should be : but if it should bee ſo he promiſed 

me 
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mee he would not contorm to them. But in a short time aſter he found 
il too true, for Altarts were reared up, andhe poor man (contrary to 
his promiſe) did comform himſelf in:hat thing, and compelled others 
ſoto do: but the firſt time he did ſo, it pleated the Lord to ſmite him 
with a ſore languishing diſeaſe , that he went our no more. 

Soon after 1 was at the Chriſtenig ota child (as they call1t) at which 
time God was pleaſed to convince mee of theeyil and falſeneſs of 
that piece of Worshipalſo., 

Toen was there inthe nation a publique faſt proclamed, and by mans 
invention there was a torm of prayer made and appointed to bo read in c- 
very aſſembly that fait-day, & this was athird conyiction that 1 had about 
their formal outſide way of worship; Ihad thenan opportunity to come 
into one of thoſe aſſemblies that talt-day while that prayer was reading , 
at which preſentthis thoughe caine ſtrongly upon mee : Is this a wor. © 
Ship in ſpiric and truth which thy ſoul ( when it is upon the wing with 
God) cannot joyn with all 3 for I could not joyn with the words 
then read in that tormolt prayer. 

Upon which [ even melted in my ſpisit, and fell into shedding of tears, 
reſolving to ſeperate from , and come no more to joynin ſuch a way of 
worship until 1 had very diligently ſearched into the true way of Gods 
worship,asiris written in his blefled word; and in order there unto I made 
ule of all the beſt books I could get, that were then published to that 
purpoſe, and alſo calledin the help of many Godly Miniſters of ſeveral 
judgment: but when all this was done 1 was ſtill unſatisfied in that behalf: 
And thendid I cry unto the Lord to teach mee, and it was by the Lord 
ſet upon my heart, that I muſt notdoany ___ the way of his worship 
but what I had ground for in his holy wordz& thatGods Seryants were al- 
wayes to obſerve his pattern in allthat they doto him, andthat Scripture 
was much ſet upon my heart. Rev. 22. vers 18, 19. For I teſtify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the propheſy ofthis book,if any man 
Shall adde unto theſe things , God $hall adde unto him the plagues that 
are written inthis book ; and if any man $hall take away from % words. 
of the Book ofthis, Propheſy, God $hall take away his part out of the Book. 
of life, and out of the holy Citty, and from'the things which are writ- 


- ten inthis book: well ſti]l I was put upon it to continu ſeeking the King- 


dom of God and the righteouſneſs thereof, andthe promiſe that all other 
t.ingt Should be added unto mee. , 
? = 'Themw 
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Then didI with ſome others ſeek the Lord by faſting and prayer , for 
councel what we should do, and wheter we should go toinjoy commu- 
nion with the Lord , in the way of his pure worship, and the Lord was 
pleaſed in love to anſwer my defirs in a wonderful manner, for being 
then intangled with a houſe of which my Husbard had a {eaſe for ſome 
ears ; and uponthat account was unwilling toremove , not knowing 
low to diſpoſe of that houſe : But yer the Lord was pleaſed in a short 
time to make him willing that I shou!d remove if I could get of that leaſe, 
and ſome goods I had; whichthe Lord ſoon holp mee in, by ſending 
one unexpectedly the very nextday, after my Husband declared his wil- 
ligneſs for my remoyal upon thoſe conditions , who took of the leaſe of 
the houſe of our hands with thoſe goods,and ſo I was made free; So forth 
with I'removed to a place wherel did injoy the hearing of a good man pre- 
ach,and had the {eet benefit of ſome private meetings, which was much 


refreshing unto mee : but yertwo things I was very earneſt with God for, | 


1- One that I might be filled with the clear witneſs, and full aflurance 
of the eternal Spirit. 

2. And theother, that I might injoy more full and cloſe communion 
vvith Godin all his blefſed ordinancesin both, yyhich God yvas pleaſed 
to anſyver mee in ſome meaſure; as to the firſt he did let mee ſee that I had 
ſinned againſt him, in that I again queſtioned that aſſurance yyhich before 
he had given mee in; and then he brought ( vvith moſt vyonderful rene- 
vving povver ) thoſe Scripturs, vyhich many years before at ſeveral times 
under ſeyeral ordinances vvere, ſet vyith much poyver and evidence upon 
my'heart: But firſtGod vyas pleaſed to shevy meerthat it yvas onely unbe- 
ict thathad cauſed mee(at the appearance of temptation and corruption)to 
queſtion his love and doubt about his kindneſs, and ſo to conclude a- 
gainſt my ſelf: But the Lord did shevyy me that all this doubting vvas 
from my evil heart of unbeliet, the ſence of yvhich one morning eſpe- 
cially God did {et upon my ſpirit tothe breaking of my heart ; ſo that tor 
three dayes _— I vvas greatly afflited in my ſpirit: and continued 
crying unto God , as one that could not be ani longer contented 
vvithout the Light of his countenance vvith a reneyving ſeal of his Love, 
long ſought vvith ſighes, prayers and tears, and in the third day mornin 

he $:4 ſend the em the or vyhich vvith invvard light, life, = 
povver ſet upon my hearttheſe follovying Scriptures : 1 Jells 3: 2, Now 
are wee the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear what wee hall be. | 
Bu 
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| But rather rejoyce 4 becauſe your natne? are writren in heaven. Luke 10: 
Vers 20» TFT<> 1 


And who ſoeyer will , let him come and take of the waters of life freely. Re- 
yel. 22. 17. | 


And my grace is ſufſicient for thee, 2 Cor,12: 9. 


Oh! I cannot utter: thejoy that then was in my heart by the wi, hty 
operation of the ſpirit: And then after that , this word caine upon my 
ſpirit , and grieve nor the holy Spirit, whereby thou art ſealed unto the 
day ot redemption; and then God did anſwer mee, that there yas ſuffi- 
ciency in his grace in Chriſt, to pardon all my ſins paſt , preſent, and 
to COINC, 

Then as to my other defire which was aftet more communion with 
God in his ordinances, After waiting , the Lord was pleaſed to ſet 
it upon my hcart, to believe that my habitation should be remo- 
ved, and that I should injcy my defire by (the time called) Eaſter, 
and ſo it was groring 4.7 and I through mercy , aſter I had gotten 
the renewigs of the feal and clear witneſs of the Spirit, lived for 
about a. quarter of a year as it were in Heaven upon earth, butthen 
began a cloud again to araiſe , and I was under the buffetings of 
ſome ſore temptations , God with drawing in a great meaſure (though 
not the witneſs of the Spirit yet the com forts of his Spirit which before 
Idid injoy ; and | conceive this might be the cauſe of it (which I wish 
all others may take heed of, for it coſt mee deare) under that ſwect 
ſoul refreshing communion I had with our heavenly Father, I gave 
way to ſome doubtirgs and queſtionnings, whither there was not 2 
deluſion in the thing I then injoyed. 

This temptation laſted ſome fix dayes, and I hadno peace, daynor 
night when | was awake, to think that I should grieve ſo good a God , 
and cauſe him to depart from mee. 

And Satan not changing his weapons, made mee think,that there was 
ſamething in mee that 1 did not fo fully reſiſt him, for when our gear Lord 
Jeſus was tempted , he by his powerful reſiſtance made him to change 

em. 

So I lay mourning before the Lord, but could not ſet to praying for the 
violence ofthis temptation, Then myſleep de prted, and 1 grew fic, & 
then God gave mee to mind that Abrahams wc. r: lay befove mee, when he 
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went to offer ſacrifice he was to drive away the fowles, Gen. 15. this 
work the Lord direQted mee to do by laying hold upon Jeſus Chriſt, 
who had prayed for mee, though I could not now pray tor wy ſelf, Jo, 1 5: 
v. 17,19. And fo ſooh as my heart was brought to believe this, I was 
preſently delivered,andin all thistemptation the Lord hid not his face from 
mee, bleſſed be his name. 

And then as the Lord carried mee over the Sea, where I did injoy fur- 
ther and fuller communion with himſclf in his ordinances, he gave n:ce 
another occafion for the exerciſe of faith and Patience. 

For whilſt 1 was upon thatvoyage, the veſſcl that I was in was pur- 
fued with enemies , andtroubled with contrary winds y ſothat we were 
in great ſtraits. 

But Godgave me to believe that he that delivered Paul out of his ſtraits, 


would alſo deliver us -out of ours, and ſo it was, bleſſed be his name; | 


and ſo yery fafely was I carried unto that place that the Lord called mee 
unto, | 

Butpreſently after I wasthere arrivedthe Lord was pleaſed to exerciſe 
mee with ſeveral afflitions, 

Firſt by taking away achild by death , and then by laying upon my ſelf 
ſuch a diſtemper that my joynts and ſinnews were by fits bound up, that 
I could not ſtirre them, nor take any reſt while it laſted , my pain wasſo 
great, no DeQor could do mee any good ( though ſeveral phyſitians 
conſulted what to do for mee) But concluded , there was no help bur 1 
muſt dye. 

But when I heard that, .I ſaid , there is yet help in God, and it was 
ſet upon me to believe, that if I could buttouch the hemm of the garmem 


of Jeſus Chriſt , that is believingly goto him, I should be healed , being | , 


alſo pt in minde of that promiſe, that whoſoever forſake any thing for his 
ſake and the Goſpels , Mat. 19: 29. should receive an hundredfold; then 
Icryed , Lordgive meto be healed of this diſtemper by thee ſeingthou art 
pleaſed todeny help by man. 

And one day our Paſtor calledin to viſit me, as he was going to the 


meeting , whom I did defire ito pray for me, and to ſtirre up the brerhe- 
ren to joyn with him , and I mueh inceuraged him that they should pray is 
faith, believing for whatthey asked, telling him that by faith and prayer 


he would affuredly heal me,and verily according unto my faith. it was done 
unto me, for ever bleſſed be God for 
his name the diſtemper departed. 


]-'Clniſt, for asthey were praying in 
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Next the Lord was pleaſed to lay his afflifting hand upon another of 
emy children, then did 1 much defirethat all afflitions might be ſanRti- 
hed rather then removed, and that by all I might be made more confor- 
mable unto Jeſus Chriſt was I helped then to read and mind thad place in 
Job, Job 34: z2. That which | ſee not teach thou mee; if I have done iniquary, 1 will 
d2 no more. 

Then our Paſtor coming again to viſit me , I asked him how we Should 
know the mind of God in theſe many affliions, he anſwered mee, that 
a man having an orchard of vineyard walkes therein, and among all the 
trees he makes choyce it may be of ſoine one tree, whole ſtanding is 
more pleaſant and convenient then'others; and that tree he chops,& hacks 
and makes an Arbour to fitin tor his delight, and ſaid hee, if God wil do ſo 
by you, will you not there with be content? Oh! yes ſaid 1: if that 
be the good will of my heavenly father; and bleſſed be God 1 did find it 
ſo; for though I have ſowed in tears, I have reaped injoy, and have 
found the times of greateſt outward trouble, and a iRtion have been the 
onely tines of greateſtinward and ſpiritual joy and ſoul conſolation, ye-. 
rily 1 cannot expreſs with tongue nor pen thelarge experience I haye had 
upon this account, | 

And this 1 have found , that when a poor ſoal is faithful and ſingle hear- 
ted for God walking wp to the light id hath received,this is the very wayto 
injoy the preſerice of God and his bleſſing upon him,in what ſtateand cor.- 
dition ſ@ ever he is'in ; for thisTcandeclare from mine own experience 
thatloſe is the way to gain , troublet is the way to peace, ſorrow is the 
waytojoy and death is the way. to life; hethat looſeth his life for my 
ſake), ſaith Jeſus Chriſt, the ſaine shall findit, through the valey oftears' 


:lieththe way to the mountain of joy;for whilſt I ſet my ſelfin gaod earneſt 


to ſeek the Lord for inflruRtion tio the truth as itis1n Jeſus, 1 met with. 
many difficulties; but'yer'6ut prayer” hearing God was pleaſed tocome 
in by degrees; having through his grace given me faith in his ſon (who 
was exalted as aPrince an! a Saviourto give merepentance)made mee alſo 
willing to be baptiſed tor the remiſſion of ns, 


Now that which made me wilfing to obey the Lord, in this Ordinance 
was the” Comthany of Jeſus Chriſt in" Mar. 28: 19. abd AR. 10: 48. and. 
the example of Chriſt andthe" praiſe of the Apoſtles ,:and piimitive. 
Stars; together with che promiſe of the gift of the Holy Ghoſt anexed, , 
thereuntd.” 42:58. "And indeed this truth a" laſt'was ſo ſetupon my 
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heart by the Lord , thatthough many difficulties lay in the way , yet the 
Lord carried me through them all: and after 1 had obeyed theLord therein 
(in xery faithſulneſs I mult declare that 1 did injoy the incomes of God 
in a mere pler.tiful manner then before : But Satan for ſome time Jabour- 
ed te hinder mee in obeying the Lord in this picce of ſervice, withtl is 
temptation , that by this meanes a death ( in all liketyhood andin an eye, 
of reaſon) would fall upon my livelyhood , but God made it a furthe- 
rance to mee and to others alſo, ſothat many of us were at that time (after 
waiting on God by faſting and prayer) baptized together, 

And after that the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs mee in my imployment that 


following year, wich ore then ordinary ſucceſs, by which the Devil was ; 


provedalyar. 

But afterward I had ſome fears, that my imployment might be a ſuare 
unto mee ( as the world is to many) and that I $hould bee roo earthly 
init, for this Scripture did follow mee very much, ( which 1 deſire to 
give good heed unto) Oh! Earth, Earth, hear the word of the Lord, And 
often in prayerl did cry unto God, ſaying , ſpeak Lord, for thy ſer- 
vant deſires to hear; and was very defirous to know , what the Lord 


would have meto underſtand by this word ; and when I had conſidered | 


I found ſome thing in my imployment ſinful , and a hinderance unto my 
ſpiritual injoyments , to convince mee of which, the Lord wa: pleaſed to 
with hold his bleffing upon that imployment , which before I had found 
therein; tothe convincing and converting of fome to himſelf, ſo finding 
ſomething init contrary to his will , I was conſtreined toleaye it of , and 
after much ſeeking ofthe Lord for councel , thele Scriptures were much 
with mee, Math. 7: 7.. 45h, and: sball be griyen you: ſeek, and ye 5hall 
find: knocks, andit shall be opened unto you. 

If ye then being evil know how to give good guifſts unto your children, how 


much more hall your father, whichis in heaven, give good things tothem that 45k 


him, Math. 7: 11. 


And on my ſeryants, and on my hand maidens will I paur oat of my ſpirit , and | 


they ball propheſy. AQts 2: 18, 

Theſe promiſes did dwell with mee for a Tong ſeaſon , ſo that I was 
much ſtirred up to pray to the Lord, that he would pleaſe to accom- 
plichthem upon mee, and pour out of his bleſſed Spirit upon mee. And 
after long ſeeking (eſpecially one day ) being very earneſt and importu- 
nate with the Lord , after which 1rwent out to walk, and on a ſudden 1 

Was 


_—— £3 


On on EEE 


I I 


Lhd. 4 


ek as i 


Of the glorioas Working of Gods free grace_. 13 
was indued with the gift of ſinging, in ſuch a way and manner as I had 
not been acquainted with before; and immediately this following ſong 
camein (as faſt asI could ſing) as follogeth ; it was inthe year 1655+ 
1n the Moneth of February,” 


Come home , come home , thy work is done , 
My glory thou shalt ſee ; 
Let all the meek ones of the earth 
Come home along with thee. 

Cait of the world, it # too baſe 
And low for thee to dwell ; 

I have redeem'd thee from the pit , 
And loweft place of Hell. 

Admire, admire my loye to thee , 
hich took thee from ſo low, 

And ſet thee in high places free , 
VYhere thou my loye might" know 

VVing thou aloft , and caſt thy ſelf 
Into mine Arms of love ; 

Look up , look up, and thou shalt ſee 
My glory # above. 

Let not the wicked know thy joy : 
But let my ſeryants hear 
Vyhat 1 have done for thee my love , 
Since thou to mee drew ſt near. 

My ſervants walk in clouds and bogg's , 
They do not ſee my light : 

The day draws near, and will appear » 
That 1 will shine moſt bright. 

I will appear in my glory, and bes perfeds light, 
Admire , admire , the thing that I will do , 
All nations shall it hear , and know 
VYhat I am doing now. 

I will 4 babitation be 
To them that fear my name; 

They hall lie down in ſafty , and 
Giye glory ta the ſame. 
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All they tat iu bigh places fit , 
And takes their honours low , 
Shall be made tremble, quake , and pine , 
V/hen they my Iuttice know. 

Come hide, come hide, come hide with me , 
Come hide thee is the Rock ; 
Come draw thy Comforts high from met , 
I my treaſures unlock. 


Alſo it was agreed upon by ſome ofthe Lords people, with whom I 
was then preſent, that we should eppoint and keep day of ſolemn ſec- 
king the Lord by faſting and prayer; that wee might know what was 
the duty Gods poor Children ought to be found: in at thatrime : but 
after this was agreed upon , and the day. appointed: I was before the time 
came removed about zo miles from them,and fo that thing went out of my 
minde : but Gol by his Spirit ſet me. upon. the ſame work , by, five in the 
morning the ſame day, and about.the middle.of the day, God brought to 
my remembrance that agreement,, ſo we were at the ſame work at the 
ſammetime , though far diſtant onefrom another ;;,and-indeed the Lord was 
graciouſly preſent, pouring out muchof tlie{piritof prayer and ſupplica- 
tion ; afrer which earneſt ſeeking of God , was this: followings prophelye 
given in-unto mee : 

Shall light appear, and darkneſ” done ' away: 
Shall Sommers green be, cleathed att ingray-:: 
Shall 4 bright morning ſet in shadauvers das ke, | 
Oh! England, Englami®, rake'beed thow defi not (mart 
And after this propheſy was ſet upon my heart thar' notable promiſe : 
2 Chro.7: 14, If my people, wihnclparer alled bywymame, turn front their wicked 
wayes; then will I hear from heaven, and forgreenhermſin ant vill eat their Land, 
Next morning , about four of 'the-clock', being in-my berl, I had this 
laid before mee, that God would affti&tharnation with grear aflidtions : 
but I (not knowing what God wouldtrythe Nationwith) did defire this 
of the Lord, that I might chaſe with David, rather ro Hl into'the hands 
of God, then into the hands of mercileſs merry: it'wasmuchrupon my heart 
atthattime; that the Lord would turn a> fraitfal land into'barreneſs, for 
the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein: 
Then the Lord was pleaſed to lay upon meer ſore aftition\, which 1 
finding my felt very unable robear , did as it were repent mce that I in any 
meaſur ec 
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meaſure had choſen my | arr , and &1d bart pov ſubruit to the 
will of God; but the Lord did meegood byit, andhisftrength wasmade 

_ perſe&in my weakneſs, 
| Then was it much ſet upon my heart to conſider what then were the ſins 
ef the fMcn, for which therewas cauſe of great hurviliation; and indeed 
the conſideration of theſe following evils was much ſet upon my heart. 

1, T hat great ſloathfulneſs, deadneſs, and unfruitfulneſs under the means 
of grace which we injoyed , for whichthe Lord threatened of old, Iſa. 5: 
vers 5, 6- To lay bis yinejard wait , 10 plucke up the bedge and breake downe the 
wall there of. 

2,Thatgreat abounding fin of unbelief (notwithſtanding the large expe- 
riences we had of Gods power forus, and loyetous.) And this 1 ſaw did 
cauſe perſons to ſeek themſelves and the world, Unbelief cut them and 
us s4ort of that Teſt that many (yeathe moſt of us) promiſed to our ſel- 
ves, As this unbelief of old cut Iſrael short of ret, Heb. 3: 10,11. 

3. That Idolatry which mee thought I aw abounding ,in the nation in 
a threefold ſence, 

1, Firſt in reſpeR of falſe wayes of worship , contrary to thexule of 
the Goſpel and primitive exemple. 

2. Secondly in reſpe&t alſo of reſting upon duty, and ſo not reſting upon 
Jeſus Chriſt that Rock of ages ; this alſo was oneof poor Iſraels evils, 
crying outthe Temple of Lord, &c. Jer. 7:4- 

3- inreſpec of coveteouineſs, this in Scripture is called Idolatry allo; 
Oh! that too too earneſt deſire ! that wasin ſome after the Foulish vani- 
ties of this preſent evil world , and in others after the vain profits of the 
world, and in others alſo after the yain glory and preferment thereof: 
theſe things were much upon my heart, and this was that for which God 
was angry ofold with his people, and ſmote them; and hid his face from 
them. Ilia. 57: 17. 

4. Fourthly , That pride that I aw abounding in the livesof many , & 
I fear was in the hearts of others . Which appeared in their Alighting the 
Councel of Gods Spirit: and «beirperſifting togo on inſecking and fer- 
ting up ſelf, nothwithſtanding che hand of God againſt them. 

Theſe fins being very much nmy heart, with a I 
tion of many Scriptures : ſome afchnions very geat and iore threat- 


ings : and other ſome were moſt ſweet and precious promiles to fuch as 
repens and departe from all iniquity ; axetuiie Jnnaalorumdys 
very remarkeable place , 2 Chron. 7: 14- 


Then 
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Then I looked upon it as my duty to make this known, that people 
might be warned to depart from fin , that ſo they might not partake of 
the great wrath and ſore diſpleaſure of God, which 1 much feared , was 
coming. 

Then ſoon after I had an oppertunity to declare this to ſome that then 
were in high places, and inthe very entring I had this added , which 1 al- 
{o declared. | 


Drdſt thou not hear 4 voyce from on high , 
Deny your ſelves (taks up the croſſe) or yerily you $hall die? 


Andthis was approved on by ſome, and received as a very fJuitable 
and ſeaſonable word 3 but pour foules , tor not hearkening unto councel 
in departing from fin they were ſoon brought down , and laid low, yet 
there is mercy with the Lord that he may be feared, and he will maniteſt 
his love toall them that truely repent, and we may all make a gcod 
uſe of this experience ; therefore let others harms become our warnings, 
Alſo about the year 1658. tothe beſt of my remembrance | for having loi 
my book , in which I bad ſet them downinorder , 1 now wait onel upon the Lord, 
aud as be by his Spirit helps mee, ſo I give an account of theſe things) It was 
given in with aboundance of power upon my ſpirit, theſe tew words 
fol.owing. 


Awake therefore to righteouſneſs , 


The Lord is near at hand : 
And will affli now very ſore 
By ſea and like by land. 


This was again brought te 
mind in January 1662, | 


\ And this ſcemes to agree with , andis a further addition to what wa's 
given mee in before in the Year 1657. which is asfolloweth, 


There is a time approaching near at hand , 
That men 5ball be in fear by ſea and land: 
There is 4 time, there will be alteration , 
And this ſame time doth haſten to this nation , 
Let now my children bearken to my will, 
And they shall ſee 1 will be with them ſlill. 
Theſe with many more ſuch things came upon my ſpitit, and then af- 
ter ſeeking the Lord he was pleaſed to shew mee by degrees what was 
rhe work of the day (for Iama ſtranger and a Pilgrim,theretore 1 ſeek ſora 
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Of the olorious working of Gods free Grace. I7 
Kin, dom vi hoſe Buylder and Maker is God. 1delire not toſet up the Idol 
of covctroulnefs, but tohaveitto be n:y- meat and drink ,, todo the will 
of my Father, which is in heaven; and 'tis my onely delire to deny my 
ſelf, and to honor him ) ſeeking to know the preſent work of the day : 
ſome Scriptures with many waity conſiderations were {ct upon my heart, 
Hezekiahs prayers and tears, which were accepted of Gud , when his 
heart was broaken ; A broaken and acontrite heart t acceptable inthe ſtzbt of 
God , and ie will diveli with ſuch, 1a.57: 15. rend your hearts and not your gars 
ments » and turn tothe Loid; indeed when much of the form of Godlinefs appears, 
but the power uw wanting , then it is 4 tame to inourn, and in ſome it vail been ſo 
in all ages, therefore Gods Prophet was bid cry aloud, and /pare nor, Ha58: 1. 
hea ſtnlies biden inthe heart, nothnug us accepted, Ilai. 58: 2. Tet yor ſeek mee 
early and defire ro.know V1y 1W4ayes 4s 4 naiton that did righteouſneſs; tread and 
miad the whole Cnap.Ia.15; 16. Ceaſe to do exit, faiththe Lord, and leam 
to doe weil, Oc. 

Butuntothe wicked, God ſaith,what haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatu- 
res,or that thoushouldelt take my covenant inthy mouth, ſeenig,thou hat- 
cit to be iet or med? then it came upon my heart'thatthe duty of the preſent 
ting was fort!.c p:ople of God to be yery much in theſe following things. 


The work of the day. 

1. Firſt, ro be watchtul thatthe cares of this world , and the deceit- 
fulneſs ot riches make us not to torget the coming of Chriſt, andthe glory 
that $hall then be revea'e 1. 

2. Secondly, be moverateinallthings, the Lord is at handy be pa- 
tient, and act auch faith; be muchin prayer, do goo, lay uptreaſures 
1n heaven; theſe be all very weighty things. 

3. Pe much in humiliation, ſcek not gear things for your ſelves;in a day 
when God is pullivg down, | k 

God pronounceth a wogfto them that are at eaſe in Sion, that put far 
away the evil day, and cauſethe cat of violence to come near, Amos 6. 
vers.3»4, 5 6. tha: lieupon beds of Ivory , and ſtretch themſelves upon 
their couches, and eatthelambs out of the flock , and the calves out of 
the midit of the Nall,and [o fill themſelves in feaſting,delizhting in Muſick 
and drinking wine in buwles, butare notgrieved tor the afflictions ot 
Joſeph . : 

And ihe ſune evil theProphet Iſaiah complaines of alſo inthe 22 of Ia. 
YCrs,5» 9» 12, 13, 14. lnthat day the Lord Gol cf Hyaſtscalled to weeping oy 
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mourning, and to baldneſs, and_girding with ſack;loath, and belold joy and 
4/adueſs , ſlaying oxen, andkulling of cheep y &6-- In what day was this, you 
may ſ:e inthe 5, and 9 verſes; it was aday oftrouble, and tteading dou n 
and perplexity: But ſee how:the L6rd takes notice of this their contrary 
carriage inthe 14 verſe: hechargeth it upon them, as ſuchan iniquity , 
as hetellsthem, sh1ll not be purged {rom them till they dye verſe the 14. 

Itis ſaid, whenthe Judgments of God are abroad in the carth, the in- 
habitants thereof shall learn righteouſneſs. 

But it is threatened, tliey shall have no peace who go on in the waycs 
of fin and wickedneſs, but all that would have peace , muſt come {rom 

ſin unto Jeſus Chriſt, and walk inthe way of peace, by this way we hide 
in the rock, and enter into the ſecret chambers , where God had promi- 
ſed to keep ustill his indignation be over paſt. 

Then , benig troubled in my ſpirit, the Lord was pleaſed to give in 
theſe following promiſes as ſpecial comforts againſt thoſe great and pub- 
1;que calamities, which were coming. 

I eyen, I am he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake , and will 
not remember thy ſins. Iſai. 34, 25, 

I alſo will leave in the mid5t of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they sbalt 
truft m the name of the Lord. Zeph, z: 12. 

And they shall be mine , ſaith the Lord , in the day that 1 make up my Iewels , 
and 1 will ſpare them as 4 man ſpareth bis own ſon that ſeryeth him . Mala- 
chy 3: 17- | 

lzebe Lord ball guide thee continually , and ſatisfy thy ſoul in drought , and 
make fat they bones , andthou 5hall be © SfOgr.s garden, and live ſprings of 
watter whoſe watters faile not. 1ſa,58: 11. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the people , Fear ye not, ſtand ſtill, and ſee the ſal. 
vation of the Lord, which be will chew to you to day; for the Egyptians , whom 

you have ſeen to day , you 5hall ſee them again no niare for ever. Exod. 14: 13+ 

The name of the Lord s 4 ſtrong Tower , the Ryghteous run imo it , and #s ſafe, 
Prov. 18: 10. Fe 

They , that wait upon the Lord , shall renew their ftrentgh , they shall moum up 
with wings as Eagles, they shall run and not be weary , and they hall waike and 
not faint. Iſa. 40: 31. 

Alfothe Lord ſet it upon my heart, howthe people of God ought to 
carry itin ſucha day of calamity ; namely , thatthey ought to have upen: 
their hearts a deep ſence of fin, which is the cauſe of ſorrow , as Lors 


righteous ſoul was grieyed withthe unclean conyerſation of the wicked ; 


therefore 
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Of the gloriom working of Gods free grace_: 19 
therefore Gol took care of him , and he was preſerved when others were 
deſtroyed with the firy ſtorme of Godsquialſſios.- - O 3/7» Le 4 of 22-2, 

Alſo Gad is pleaſed toſet a mark upon the ho dnddi_g that mourn 
for the abomination of the times. 

Allo it was given me1a to believe, that God would be a wall of fire 
about his people; with this promiſe : That all things shall work together for 
good , to them that loye Ged, who are the called, according to his purpoſe « 
Rom. 8: 28, 

And the Lord ſaid , All things were made for himſelf, and nothing 
zhall be deſtroyed vvithout mee. 

And God appeared unto Abraham , ſaying, I am God alſuſficiett, &c. 
Gen, 17: 1, 

Let my word be alight to thy feet, and a Lanthorn to thy pathes, for 
I will keepthem in perte& peace,whoſe mindes are (tayed on mee, becauſe 
they truſt in mee. 

And the Lord is the portion of his people. E . 

And they are to bim as the apple of his eye. Zech.8: 2,8. And as afignerupon 7 
his right-hand : And he tothemis a ſtrong tow+r, a buckler, and shield, 

a Captain, andleader of his people, and it is written; when ye ſee theſe © 
things begin to come to paſie”, then look, up , andlift up your beads , for your redems- 
tion draweth mgh. Luke 21: 28. 

If you had but ſo inuch faith as a grain of muſterd-ſeed , you should ſay 
unto this mount-t1, be removed, into the Sea; Chriſt reprove Peter, 
forthe (malneſs of his faith; All things are poſſible to them that believe. 

Fear not them that can kull the body : but f. «r bim that can deſtroy both body and 
ſoull in bell, Math. 10: 28. 

Fear not little flock, it is your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, 
Luke 12: 32. 

See that you be not troubled , for theſe things muſt be ; but the end is 
not yet, nation $hall riſe againſt nation, and Kingdom againſt King- 
dom; and ye $hall hear of warres and run ors of warres: but he that 
watcheth over [ſrael neither ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth, 

He that believeth on mee , as the Scriptures hath ſaid, out of his bel'y 
Shall low rivers of living warterz but this 1, ake he of the (pivit , that 
thy , that believe on him , should receive: and is promiſed to be poured- 
out in the latter dayes, 


After theſe pronuſcs and inſtructions follow: d thi, ſor g , in the year 
1658, 
C 3 Oh, 
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0" , toi my ſoult! grye glory ro the Lox. 
£ For thi rich mercy he doth thee aſoard ; 
He niade the heavens, and ordered exery li:ht; 
He takes the hearts up of his people quae. 
And as I was on a Journey » this alſo was viven ins 
When that this green Shall bloſome bear 
And birds $hall pleaſant ſing , 
Then shail there be a bneil mot ſad, 
In eyery pace, - beard 1tng: 


Then di4 the Lord povre out upon me muc{: oi the {pirit of praver, and 

prailing, w.th the knowledg of other things, which he 1s bringing to pals; 
In fo much that 1 was much broaken before him,to ſee my own unworthy. 
neſs, and his goodneſs, aſence of which 1 lay under tor ſome ſealon , 
not long after 1 hada greathit of ſickneſs; and | was inquiring of Ged , 
what his mind should be in that affliction :; he shewed mee , it was bvcauſe 
I did not declare to the Church with whom I walked; thoſe things he had 
made known unto mee. 
But benig troubled at my own inſufficiency; and they benig unacquaint- 
ed with ſuch things; and indeed my ſelf did quettion atthe firſt, whether 
itwere the guift of God or no? ( the guitt of ſinging.) Then the 
Lord was pleaſed toſet it upon my heart, that as thote prophelyes were 
true, and should come to paſs, ſo should 1 know that this vas the tru? 
ouſt of God , giveninunto mee. 

And it was ſo when the ſpring came on, then began that ſickneſs of 
agues and feavours, that have continued ever fince, little or much, 
and there followed two dry ſummers one after another, and alſo ve had 
many light appearances; but they ſet in dark shadows, tili Ciriit ovr 
light hall appear, andin great mercy take away and remove our Ca;k 
and fad afflictions, and ſorrows ; well now , Iwas atlaſt ſo moved tn wy 
ſpirit, that I could not tell how to keep in theſe things any longer, and 
therefore went to the Church to that end, but I then could not find ki 
that 1 would have (ſpoken of it unto, for him to declaic untothe reit , {0 1 
xeturned, and d1d it not. 

Then the Lord afflicted mee again, and then I beſought him again , 
and he gave mee to mind that I was juſtly afflited for negleCting, to make 
it known, then being raiſed up again , I did declare ſomething , but not 
fo ſully as Lsbould ; and indeed would haye done fearing, it would not 
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Of the alorious workine of Gods free oxace_, 2? 
be born, for which 1 was mourning betore the Lord: and as I was mourn - 
ing , I'was put upon linging , as followeth : 
Ceaſe thou thy mourning, and ſee thou doft praiſe , 
For thou sheit do my will in all ay waves: 
Thy work hall ve praiſes 11044 for to ſing, 
B:canſe thou haſt choſen Ci11.t to be thy King, 
Lijt wp your heads redemption dr nreth near , 
Dy not at ail poſſeſs ihy heart with ſear : 
Lift up your heads , and look to beayen high; 
For God will make hu people glorify. 
Draw water from the wells that are ſo deep : 
You shall drink jlaggons of my love, when others are aſlheep. 

Then {{i]] ſought 1 God what I might do ro honnor God 1n my genera- 
tion; and about three dayes after it was ſet upon my heart in the night , 
that I muſt writte my experiences; butthen 1 thought, oh , how should 
] remember thirty years experiences ! but then preſently came 1n theſe 
promites. 

Fear thou not , for I am with thee ;, be not diſmayed; for I am thy God, Twill 
ſtrengthen thee ; yea, IT will belp thee; yea, I will up bold thee with the r12bt-hand 
of my righteouſneſs. Waiah 41:10, 

Fear not, thou worm Lacob, I will help thee , ſaith the Lord , and thy Redeem- 
er the boly one of 1{rael. vers, 14, Commit thy way unto the Lord , truſt alſo in 
him , and he shall bring it to paſs. Pſalm 37: 5. 

Great things haye I laid up for them that fear mee among the ſons 
of men. | : 

Tae next day I ſet my houſe in'order , that I might go about this work 
that the Lord had called mee unto, anduntil I went aboutit, this word 
followed mee ; be inftrutted leaft my Spirit depart from thee; andas ſoon as 
{ſctupon my work, it leſt mee, and I found the Lord ( according to his 
promiſe ) mightyly aſhſting mee, in bringing things to myremembrance 
and I wrig them down , and had ſome thoughts to put them in print; but 
yet through the corruptions of my heart , and the advice of a friend , I was 
not willing they should be published whilſt I amliving : my reafon was, 
becauſe I am a poor weak worthleſs worm , and have not the parts and 
gifts that ſome others have. 

And becauſe I amanold fruitleſs branch, my memory failes , and my 
underſtanding is ſo dull, that I am (and was at the beſt) a poor erwpty one, 
which 1 cannot but acknowledg with tears and brokennels of heart, FE. 
. | C3 
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Oh, that the Lord should be ſo good to mee ! and 1 can bring no more 
glory and honnuur to him; but yer notwithſtanding 1 muſt give glory to 
Gad , for that he hath been pleaſed to poure cut of hig Spirit upon mee, 


and fince that , to fill my ſoul with very ſweet choyce, and heayenly in} 


joyments from himſelf. 

The moſt large meaſure of the ſpirit of propheſy was upon mee at two 
particulareimes, the one in the year one thouſand fix hundred and fif- 
ty five, 


And theotherinthe year 1658. but at many times God was pleaſed to 


give me much of the ſpirit of prayer and praiſe, 
Then by his hand of providence | was removed again out of England intq 


Holland, and 1 brought the papers of my experiences with mee : which? 
(the Ship being calt away) wereloſt, with the trunck in whichthey were: | 


Then was it much ſet upon my heart , that God was diſpleaſed with mee, 


tor not putting them in print, and then the guift of finging and praifing wi} 
tthe Lord, and? 


much ceaſed , and I wastroubled; for the which 1 foug 
did begy?, thatifhe were offended at mee, for not printing , and leaving 


thzm behind mee, that he would pardon it unto mee; and that, ifit were} 


his good pleaſure, I should write them again. I did pray , that he would 
let his Spirit come tvinable mee again in linging and prayerzas it was wort 
todo, and be my remembrancer to write again: and indeed it did{oy not 
long after, in thenight; bothin ſong , and in prayer, 

But then 1 having nor time, was much hindered? yet notwithſtanding 
(according to the time I had) I ſet my {elf todoit, and the Lord was plea- 
ſedto affilt mee, in bringing again to my remembrance things of long 
ſtanding, 

—_ before I departed from England, I was ſatisfied in my ſpirit, that 
I had a clear call from thee Lord ſo todo, for indeed morethen a year| 
had ſuch 8 motion in wy ſpirit, backed with many Scriptures for its 
furtherance. 

Yet nothwithſtanding in this Voyage we met wich ſome diffciulty , for 
theShip 1 cane oyerin was caſt away, butin thetimne of the greateſt trou- 
ble the Lord gave mee in theſe pronnſes; that he would be with mee is fit 
troubles, and in the ſeventh he woulg not forſake mee. 

Call upon meeinthe day of trouble , I will hear thee, and deliver thee, 
and thou $halt glority mee. 

With this ſweet word alſo, thou shalt not die, butliye, to ſce the mercy 
I will shew unto thee. 

It 
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Of the glorious Working of Gods free grace_,. 23 
Tt was inthe night , and after ſome tune (the Ship being a ground, and 


| jn great danger , and fo were all the perſons init) one asked mee, ifL 


were not afraid? I anſwered, the God of heaven my Father hath brought 
mee hither , and if he may have more honour in drowning of mee, then by 
preſerving mee, his will be done. 

Then, when the maſt was cut down, and the Maſter with ſome others 


; ſaid; weare dead perſons, and like tolooſe our lives, yet [ had much 


hope in th2 Lord, becauſe of his promiſe, and after that | (and ſome 
others in the Ship with mee) had committed our ſelves unto God by 
prayer , I being in the Cabbon, laid me down to ſleep : but 1 had not 
(it ſeems) lien halt an hour, but they called us, and ſaid, there was 


* Landnot far of, if wee would ſeek for help? vyhich accordingly vve did. 


Bur it being but about the break of theday , vvedid vvander oyer the 


* ſands, but could find no vyay out of the ſea,as it vvere, compalling us abour 


round ; then vve all returnedto the Ship again , and ſome concludeq vye 
muſt go in an perishthere ; ſo they vyent inagain, 

But vve ſaid, if yye mult perish, vye yyould be till ſeeking to ſave 
our lives, 

And as our God (to whom we had committed ourſelves) guided us, 
we went another way on the ſands, and as I was going (looking toGod 
to be my Pilot) not knowing whether vye yvent, for the ſea vvas one 
both ſides of us , and vvee had but a ſmall vyay on the ſands to vyalkin ; 
and as I vvas begging ofthe Lord , to keepin the ſeastill yve found out a 
place, not onely for our ovyn eſcape , but that vve might ſee deliverance 
for our friends in the Ship alſo, the Lord yyas plealed to ſet this upon 
my heart. 

oo thy deliveranceis , ſoshall Englands be, vvhen they are brought ta 
reateſt ſtreights , then vvill deliverance be from God. 


LA hint of ſome night meditations and effatts of prayer. 


I being avyake one night , and very full of trouble in my mind, becauſe 
] vvas no more ſpiritual, for I had tound my ſelf very dead - hearted in 
prayer over night ; for the vvhich [ vvas very ſadly afflited in ſpirit ; and 
indeed then yvanting place ef retizement (ro ſend up ſtrong cries unto the 
Lord) did much deaden my ſpirit, for ] found it vvas the praftice of Jeſus 


# Chriſt » ſometime to be in the vyilderneſs , ſometime in the mountain all 


night in prayer alone, and ſometimes alone in che gardin;, and. 1 find 
prayer. 
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prayer in ſecret much accepted vvith God , according to that vyord, 
Pray to thy Father in ſecret , and he will reward thee openly : Mata. 6: 6. indeed 
ſo tu!l of ſorrovy vvas ] that I uttered no yyords,. bat ſighed and groaned 
tothe Lord, 
Then thi came it 
pan the fowiar thou matt ltye , 
Fre) fireates of lore 1 will the ire © 
Thou »hait be. made ail ttmes to jce 2 
licre is a jormann jiowes im mee, 
Then d:! I groan betore the Lord , that he vyvould givein ſome pro- 
miſe : the Lord caſt in this that the grace of prayer vvas belore the guik 
of prayer, and that this vvasthe grace of prayer to give up our ſelyesin 
faith to tlic guidance of the ſpirit, and {ov by iaith ro have communion vvith 
the Father andthe Son, in the Spirit, for Chrilt told the Woman. John. 4: 
V.21,22423, Nether in this mountatn,nor im leruſalem vail mm uworsbip the Fathes 
but ihe Four us comm, 4 now u, wien the rue worshiypers all wor:hip the Father un 
Spirit and tn truth, for the Father ſec keth ſuch to worship him; God u 4 Spirit, and 
they ibat worship him muſt wor sbip hum tm Spar and intruth; Tots Woman then 
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coul. ſay, that Chriit vyouldteach all things; vviy Should not vve look for 
the teachings of the Spirit novv, ſecing Chritt hath not onely been vvithug 
in the flech, Godand man, but had al{o promiſe us the pourings out of the 
Sirit, to teach us all things: andto bring ali tiungs to our remembrance, 

Then further I vvas mourning that 1 could not injoy the ordinances of 
God intheir purity z and the Lord shevved mee that | muſt offer up my 
Iſaac; And vvhen Abrabam vvent to do that, he leit his ſervants belovy the 
hill ; and conſulted not vvith fiesh and blood. 

Alſoattervvard | had ſuch vvondertul expcrience of communion yvith 
God, throvgh the Spitit, as 1 am not able tourter it. 

[ avvaking another nivht, vyas greatly con:plaining , that the flesh 
did fo puddel1n the Spirits vvork, that vvhen I vvorld do good , evil 1s pre 
ſent. { hen did the fpirit put me upon utrering many heavenly complaints in 
a vvay of {inging, and alter that, vvith the help oi the Spirit , to pray vvith 
much enlarged nefs. 

Anda terthat there vvas by the fame ſpirit, veith very much povyer thi 
vvors : Beſilent before mee all jleth. | 

O" ! and then follovvedthe v vondertul fpeakings of God by his blefled 
Spirit to my poor ſoul , vyhich I cannot uttcr as tothe manner of th:m, 
þ..t the nature of them vyas exceeding comtorting to my felt; and allo 
ied ince yyith great hopes to all the pevple of God. 
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AnJ now hereby do Lknow , that it wasthe Spirit of God and of truth 
that did work at this time, becauſe it did lay mee low, and flat before him, 
that is holy , and made me ſee iny own inſufficiency, and his great al ſuf- 
hcieacy, which did much humble mee, and broak , and melted mee excce- 
diugly , then was this promiſe givenin , That they that waiton the Lord ball 
renciv their ſtrength, they sball mount up with wings 4s Eagles, they shall run and not 
be weary, and they Shall walk and not faint. 

And iny heart was very. much drawn out to wait upon God, ina way 
ol believing , both for my ſcIfand people of God , having that word as it 
were waoiſpered in my ear : If thou cantt believe, all things are poſſible, 

Another time 1 was conlidering, thatthough 1 had been a Profeſſor 
many years, yetIthough! indeed 1 was bmta babe in Chriſt, then that 
word came upon wee; Our of the mouthes of babes and ſucklings thou baſt or- 
d.mnedpraiſe. 

And indeed I can incourage the moſt ſimple and weak, to wait on the 
Lord, tor his grace is ſutficient, h 

At this time I was taught by the ſpirit, that prayer was anotherthing 
then ſome take it to be ; it isof adiyine 2ature, and they onely , whom 
God helpeth, can pray , for it is not words that is alwayes needfull , for 
a ſoul may pray and utter no words, and haye ſweet communion with God 
by faith ; yet words ſometimes affe& the heart, and I have ſometimes 
found the yoyce cannot be kept in, the heart may be ſo filled. Therefore I 
blame none, but deſireto be tender of all , for God accepts what himſelf 
gives , outward performances is as the shell without the kernel ; if the 
ſpirit at not , but what of his own ſpirit is in any duty that God doth ac- 
_ And we read of the poor woman in the Golpel, who met with ſome 
dilcouragements, yet by the power of faith being inabled to hold on ; oh! 


| how greatly he commended her faith , and anſwered her deſire , though 


her words were but few, onely, Lord belp mee , &c. 

And Hannabs prayer was heacd » who did but move her lips: And al- 
though she was a woman of a ſorrowful ſpirit before , yet she wentaway 
belicving,and alſo rejoycing that G od had heard her prayer. 

So the deſires of them that fear him-shall be anſwered, and he will hear 
tieircry, 

Dane, before he made his ſupplication, was anſwered , the groaning 
- the ſpicit betore the Lord is a loudcry , the prayer of faith doth ſave 
the lick, 


The Lord is a very preſent help inthe time of need. - | 
D They 
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They that truſt in him , shall not be diſappointed. 
Nay he takes pleaſure in them that fear him , and that hopes in his 

mercy. 

Therefore let them that call on the name of the Lord depart from 
iniquity , | 

Further » my heart being carried out long to wait for, and expe ther 
teachings of the ſpirit more fully to be given mee : and therefore, if any 
thing comes in further, it is not of nor from my ſelf, but the Spirit of Gods 

+ working in and upon a poor weak creature, who though I be very unfit to 

publish any thing ofthis naturetothe world, yet according to my meaſure 

I would with that poor woman do what I can with willingneſs and cheer- 

fulneſs , for God loves a cheerful heart.in his work, and the Apoſtle 

Gaith,if there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted, according to that aman 

hath, and not according to that he hath not. | 
Yet Iam muchincouraged to believe that this work is of the Lord, for 

T have found the flesh exceeding oppoſet thereunto, and when 1 have ne- 

gletedit , God hath withdrawn himſelf from mee, and when 1 fetto it 

in good earneſt , then God returns and let mee injoy ſweet communion 
with himſelf: And the more, the Lord appeared at the firſt comings in of 
theſe things upon my ſoul, the morehis love broake my heart , that I was 
wonderfully affected to behold the freeneſs of his grace toſuch a one. 
Andverily the more watchful I was againſt fin and unto'duty, the more 


of his divine preſence was affoarded, which is ſoglorioufly ſweetto injoy , |þ 


that the more I had, the more ſtill I would have, and ſtill longed for , 
not onely in the day , butin the nightalſo, hearkening what God ſpake, 
and in the night his vyay to my ſoul hath been ro come in yvith many 
ſvvect ſeaſonable and povverful inſtructions, ſtirring me. up to pray, 
teaching me hovy to pray, and yvhatto pray for, encreaſing my faith and 
confidence, to believe for that I have praied for, both for my ſelf and 
others ( and allo ſtirring mee up toprayſing him) and I find that giving 
my ſelf vyholy tothe diſpoſing of Godin prayer, is a very goodthing : alſo 
this fear hath been upon mee ſometimes, that I should offer unto God 
that vvhich coſt mee nothing , thatis , tolay ont the choiſeſt, and moſt 
of the day about the vvorld, andthen bring the ſleepy head to God for a 
ſacrifice : I minding theſpirituallity of true prayer , and my unfitneſs for 
it, I have found the councel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt very uſeful, yvhere 
he ſaith, VVatch andpray. Math. 26: 41. 

And the Apoltle ſaith, VV arch unto prajer, Pet.1: 4,7. yet I haye' found 


often 
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often, when 1 have beento pray unto: Got , my heart have beenvery 
dead , and I could not get it into ſo ſpiritual a forme as I would , yet dufft 
not negle& thedayly waiting upon Godin that duty : bur even then made 
it my work to petition the Lord, to compoſe my ſpirit and quicken me by 
his grace and aoly Spirit , that 1 might not offer the blind the halt, and 

lame inſacrifice unto God: And indeed then God hath ſo,come in upon my 

ſpicir, that I ha@ſhad more communion with him ſelf yea more then ar 
ſome other time , when Ihave been apt tothink my ſelt more fit. 

At othertimes when havenot found God coming into help mee, 1 
have gone a way and waited his time, for unleſs God enlarge our hearts, it 
isnot good forus toen largein words, for God is in heaven and thou on 
the earth , therefore ler thy words befeww (thy words mark that ) and bodily 
exerciſe profiteth nothing, my ſon give mee thy heart , ſaith God, Ecclef, 5: 2. 

The poor man that ſaid , God be merciful unto mee a Sinner, went a 
way more accepted or rather Juſtified then thePhariſe,inthe time before the 
coming of Chriſt in the flesh, if Gods people could not bring alamb fo ra 
ſacrifhce , if they brought but two pigeons, or, alittle lower, if it were 
brought to the Prieſt, 1t was accepted , ſoif we cometo him that Juſtifies 
the ungodly , and hath promiſed to do all our worksin us, and for us be- 
holding his alſufficiency , and ſubmitto him, and be content with that he 
will give us, as well in ſpirit uals asin temperals, the Lord will accept of 
us , onely belieying we muſt flee unto the hornes of the Althar. | 

And I haye found, when I haye negleed prayer , my heart hath beetd 


_ very dead andfull of unbelief: And again, I haye found it no comfort 


toreſt upon duties, for that isa dangerous evil to ſer up ſuchan Idolin 
the heart; but here in lay my comfort , when I by faith could have com- 
munion yvith God, and coming near to him, could caſt my burthenupan 
him, and go avvay-quiet in my mind, that Chriſt yyoulddo all for mee ; 
and yvhen I vvas vvilling, God shtould do vvhat he pleaſed vvith mee ,and 
my vvill vvas brought to his vvill;then have I had the mercy I have asked, 
and more alſo many times. ; | 

I have foundrerired places and vyatchings, the beſt opportunities and 
greateſt advantages unto prayer, +> | 

Alſo I have had many temptations againſt prayer, but the beſt yyay to 0- 
vercome them,isto mind the command of Jeſus Chriſt, vyhichis thatvye” 
Should vvatch unto prayer, and pray alvvayes, keep cloſe tothe duty in 
the ſtrength of Chriſt, and looſe not the motions of the Spirit neither | 
grieve the Spiritby ſin, but yyatch againſt all appearances of eyil, for I ha- 
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have found that the negle& of yvatchfulneſs againſt fio : and being over- 
come by it, doth greatly deaden the heart ro duty; keep your eyes uponthe 
promiſes by faith, lookup unto Chriſt in prayer, and letall take heed of 
lerting up prayer,or any other duty, above, orin the roome of JefusChritt, 
It God affift ron pray for a mercy , though he give it notin preſently, 
$ 


yet hold onif your asking be according to his will, and your endthe glo- 
ry of God, and ye tind enlargment trom the $piritof hife, you may be 
jure he will be antwer you in that thing or elſe 1n tome thing better for you 
in his ovvnſcaſon , 

My ſelf ſought the Lord 20 years, for one thing, before I had an anſvver, 
but ar laft being at prayer, after I had done, God gavemee in a molt gra- 
cicus anſyver, and ſet dovvn the very time of deliverance, and did accor- 


. dingly accomplishit atthe very time ; to him be the praiſe. 


And many other things I have ſought the Lord for , and he hath been 
pleaſed togrant my deſire, eſpecially vvhen he hath made me earneſt and 
1mportunate , and have affiſted me to hvld on, and given mea ſpirit of 
faith, to believe for the thing prayed for. 

Another time I ſought the Lord for a relation of mine, who was thought 
to be near unto death , and this vvas given in, call upon mee in the day of 
trouble, I vvil hear anddeliver, and thou $halt glorify mee, and trom 
that tine that perſon amended, and life yvas continued, 

Kifo 1 knew another young perſon that was, by the word preached, con- 
vinced-of her ſinful ſtate, and ler upon the performance of ſoweruries; but 
not being acquainted with the wiles and teiwptations of Satan, afterward 
ſome deadn« {s ceaſing upon her ſpirit, began to negle& her duty z but 
one in the family perceiving of it, adviſcd her to preſent her ſelt betore rhe 
Lord,and although sbe found her felt dead, yet to pray that she might prays 


* whoſe conucel shee took, and shee continuing dijigent, the Lord came 10 


by the wighty witneſs of bis ſpirit , fully ſati>tying her ſoul ina very sbort 
time, 


Further: oh! let al{that fear God be encouraged to continuein, and 


not neglect family duties, for 1 have found by good experience many 


wrought upon by inſtructions and prayer, when the1r lot have been caſt in- 


to thoſe tamilies, where reading, praying,and Carechiſingy and ſuch duties 
have been faithfully performed; 6 , many young. ones have been brought 
home to God, by his bleſſing upon this meanes ! 


' And amongſt many more {remember one who was very ſtrongly aſlalt- q 
ed with masy tewptarionesto keep her from coming to, and cloſing with, 
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eſusChriſt, and this tc mptation was iolt upon hergthat she was too young, 
andit would be tine enough aſterward,, why should sbe expolc her {elf ro 
ſcorne an.i reproach by be:ng calleda Puritan, and ſo-become a luaghing 
ſtock to others ; but the Lurd was pleaſed to overcome her , and bring her 
to bimſclt. 
X Another alſo who ſet her ſel? againſt themin the family, that wished her 
ſoules good, and uledall meancs toget out of that tamily y to. which end 
allo she raiſed ſore lyes, which very evilthe Lord ſet upon her heart , 
and then she caine to be convinced of her fad (intul ſtate, and was alſo 
bought hone to God through hisrichgrace io Jeſus Chrilt, 

And another who by this meanes vvas vvrought upon that , vvas a 
young maid, a Miniſters Daughter, and had been yvell inſtructed and. - 
educated from a child, vvherteby $he vvas inforined of theevils of ſcanda- 
lous fins and avoided thein, and vvas allo very conſtant in the perfot- 
mance of durtics;and indeed fo yyalked as none could fee ought a mile in her 
converſation , yer notv vithitanding the poor heart vvas ignorant of her 
ſelf, and of Jeſus Chriltz but she being under a tamily Catechiſing, and in- 
ftrudtion vvas ( by the mighry povver of the- eternal Spirits vyorking ) 
convinced of original (in, andthen she ſavy that ( for allher formality) sbe. 
vvas a inner, and had uecd of a Saviour, and ſo yyas broughthome to cloſe 
with Jeſus Chrilt, | 

This alſo lhave found ,, that aconſtane cloſe ſecking of God. hath been 
crowned with his preſence , tor 1 my (elt was with ſome! others defired to 
pray to the Lord tot councel, and direction for them.z but they would not 
tell inee in what it was that they (ought direction , yet notwithſtanding I, 
did not know the thing , 1 ſzriny felt ro ſeck God for them, and hewas 
pleaſed to shew ime what it was,(tiis was 4340 1657,) and I did prazGod to, 
let mee know his mind in that particular, and the Lord pur it upon my Acart, 
to goand read, and the place of Scripture handed to mee, was quite againſt. 
their work ( at thattune } which they had upon their heart-to do, then 
I fought the Lord again » andthe: ſecond an{wer-was; go. in and;1ead 3 
then looked. up. tothe Lord as Idid before,, andſaid., Lord ,/'sheay me 
where I shallread ,. and that Scripture alſo was flat agaigh their work; and 
juſt ſo I had a third anſwer alſo. ; And the next day as-E was army work my 
heart and meditations vere above, and my ſecret defjrefſtill ro-God for the 
further teachings of his good Spirit and theſe following lines (with much 
more) cawe in as3 turther anſwer fromthe Lord ; //,- | | 

| | Liars lg get: ,S: w91 
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As for the work. of Babylon , 
It s 4 mighty work, and firong : 
But yet my power shall it compleat , 
For my wiſdom is mighty great : 
They muit ſit ſtill, behold my power , | 
VP bich worketh for them hour by hour. a 
And novy my dear Chriſtian friends, into vvhoſe hands this my poor 
mite, 'Shall come I deſire you take notice of that great love and vvonderful 
raceof God, vvhich he hath been pleaſed to manifeſt in giving in ſuch 
7 weet returus of prayer , Jethim alone havyethe praiſe, and be ye all incou- 
raged and ſtirred up to pray continually, and be very watchtul , thatifat 
any time God do move you to do any thing, doit withall your might, ac-' 
cording to the aſſiſtanco theLord gives youzfor I have found ita great grie- 
ving of the ſpirit to put it of with delayes , through carnal reaſonings of the. 
flesh, which indeed vyould have hindreed mee in offering ofthefe fey ex. 
periences tothe view ofthe yyorld:but vvhen God vvas pleaſed to give me 
aheart to it, and I ſet upon it yvith a reſolution in his ſtrength to go through 
it , not with ſtanding all oppoſition : Oh [ then , was the Lord pleaſed 
tocome in again, and fill my ſoul with peace and joy unſpeakable, and full 
of glory; which was to my great refreshment I being then in a ſtrangeLand 
(Holand)ſeperated fromCountry, kindred,and fathers houſe;yea there, and 
then did our good God(according to;what I had wont to have)giveinto my 
ſpirit heavenly Allzlujas, both night and day, with many ſweet InſtruQions 
from him ſelf ( when it was with us as it were a time of famine of the word) 
our Teathers being removed intocorners, and thrown into priſons{in the 
Year 1662, ) O! how was I then ſtirred up by the teachingsofthat good 
Spirit, often to praiſing, and often to very earneſt prayer(asfor my ſelf, ſo 
for his poorafflicted perſecuted people)and then alſo I found my heart much 
evlarged tolove, andtodo good, and lay out my ſelf for ſa ints of all per- 
ſwaſions,yeaand all others alſo as I had opportunity. And upon this ground 
becauſe my dear Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus, hath ſer mee a pattern to do 
goodtoall, and what talent ſoever we do recieve, we muſt lay it out 
to his praiſe- (if it be but one ) anditshall be increaſed: this Fhave had” ex- 
rience of, be not backward to improve thy talent, becauſe another may 
ow more then thou, that ſprings from a root of pride, and negligence 
isthe way to looſe what thou haſt , but look up to God for a bleſſing upoit 
the right uſe of what thou haſt received , andit heſeeth jt good thatthou 
mayelt better honnor him with more he will give in theein his own way and 
L time , 
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time, for then Shall ye know if ye follow on to know theLotrd. Hoſe. 6. ;. 

It is alſo promiſed , that they who be planted inthehouſe of the Lord 
like a watered Gardin $shall they grow and florish , and bring forth fruit in 
their old age: Pſa. 92: 12,13, Further, o! let all the beloved of the Lord 
take a ſpecialcare otevery Goſpel ordinance and commandrnent of our 
«| Lord,to hold forth what light you have receivedfor thereis non ofthe ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel to be (lighted, for they hold out unto us thoſe choyce 
priviledges that vvere purchaſed for us vvith the precious blood of Jeſus 
< | Chriſt, 1 have found great peace, and injoyed much of Gods preſence 
in yyaiting upon him in the vvay of his appointments, and I have found the 
Lord (notleaving but) teaching of mee, vyhen I out of conſcience have 
forborn vvhere they vvere not/ tobe injoyed;, according tothe rule of the 
Goſpel , and expoſe my (elf ro any ſuffring toinjoy them in the purity! of 
he # them , and indeed God doth take ſpecial notice of them vvho they be, and 
yyhere they dvvell, Reyel, 2: 13. that in ſore perſecuting-and ſuffering 
times hold faſt his truths, and donotdeny hisnawe, Mal. 3: 16, and bath 
oh promiſedthat they vvho keep the yyord of his patience $hall be keept inthe 
2d & hour ofremptation. | 
all And vyhen he hath humbled us,he vvillsheyy us{the pattern ofhis houſe, 
ad thegoings out, and the comings in thereof, and the fashions, Lawes, ang 
1d} ordinances thereof, that we may dothem. Ezek. 43: 11. 

And the time doth haſten that God willturn tothe people a pure Lan- 
uage. SPHNE 
d) ; And all shall know the Lord from the leaſtto the greateſt; 
he And he will lead the blinde in a way that they know not ,, he will make 
od $- darkneſs become light, and crooked things ſtreight, and bitter things ſweets 
(of and hard things ealy ; and this he will do, and not forſake us. 4 
<|  Furtherlet none be diſcouraged to do their duty, though-never:ſoweak, 
yet if thou beeſt ated by the Spirit of God, weak meanes oftentimes be- 
ng comes effefual toaccomplishgreatthings, for by experience alſo 1 know 
dof} when ſome perſons have been praying together , that one being ſenceable 
of the ſtate of the other, and mourning over their ſin before the-LLords God 
have made uſe of thoſe very mournings and breathings, ta <6nyincethe 
other of their ſinful ſtate ,*with the danger of it, and thereby haye been 
<> ow to turn from ſin unto the Lord y whoſe 'eyes were never gpene 

a before . ; l'e "To el*t.oigg 
n One Maid who by this meanes was convinced, and ſaid nothing at pre- 
ſent, but alter prayer retiring herſelf roher Bible: with /a-pur _ 
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what word of comfort she could tindthere, and it pleaſed God to hand tg 
her that place, Rom. 8: 13, Forif ye live after the flex ye ball die: but if ye 
tbrouzb the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body , ye sball live: which word God 
did make very powertul and effectual to help forward his work upon 
her ſoul. 

All theſe ſpeak forth the freeneſs of Gods rich grace,therefore who ever 
readeth and underſtandeth what is in this free workings of Gods good Spi. 
rit, let him alone have all the praiſe and glory ; andthe Lord inclined wy 
heart every day more and more to praiſe him: tor his unchangeable love in 
Jeſus Chrilt, therefore let them that read this give God praiſe for this un- 
deſerved mercy ; 'and let me have as$harein your prayers, that I may be 
filled with a ſpirit of praiſe : for none have more cauſe then | to ſpeakwell 
of his great and holy name,and that I mary honour God that little time that 
I have to liveuponthe earth , and that in all changes. 


For if Gad ſees afflition to be good for mee, I deſire not to diſpiſe | 


his chaſtizements; for I have found more ſtrength in a great affli&ion 
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then in alittle one, and my ſoul hath been filled with joy out of meaſure. 
Therefore if we be brought tothis, take joyfully the ſpoiling of out 
oods , knowing we hare a better inheritance, and the giving up allto 


the will of God, whogaveall tous, we hall have all givento us with ad-Þ 
vantage, oh! the fulneſs of him that filleth allin all, but 1am _— 
of | 


and can danothing , no longer then he doth aſſiſt, therefore praiſe him 
ever more. | 

And ſince Twas taken of from my incumbrances in the world, and hat 
more time to ſpend in the wayes and work of God : waiting on hin» for 
more of himſelt, the Lord ( according to his promiſe ) hath revealed hiny 
ſelf more abundantly , and 1 have found that a chearfull watchful diligen 
ſpiritin ones general and particular calling is a great help to prevent mi 
pending time, for of idleneſs comes no good , therefore it hath been my 
practice, that if I can dono good, nor receive good , not to ſtay in thu 
place long. | 

Oh! let us be wary how we ſpend our precieus time , for it hat a lock 
before , but none behind : 1 am of a fearful rimerous ſpirit naturally , but 
] find it a great help to dash Babilons brats in the firſt rice, 

I was about 14 years inthe pangs of the new birth before I received the 
witneſs of the ſpirit, in which time I was exceeding troubled yith n 
unbelieving heart throughentertaining falſe fears : and indeed ſome thing 
of Jeſus Chriſt wasin mee all that while : Althoug ſometimes I could od 
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with comfort beho!d him throughthat thick cloud * my many Iniquities 
and I never found Satan more foyled, and my own corruptions more ſub- 
dued , then when | by faith could look up unto Gods unchangeable loye 
in Jeſus Chriſt, though 1 be a poor changeable creature , and yerily I 
have found great gain 1n true Godlineſs, 

And now friends , give meleave totell you theſe are mine experiences , 
and I fear it woul1 be burthen ſome to you, if Ishould be larger, which I 
could be: but give meleave to tell you the concluſion of all what 1 en- 
deavour after, which is to preſs after the mark of the high calling, to deny 
my ſell, and look upto him that 15 perte&, and who preler:ts all his perfe& 
withour ſpot or wrinkle, 

Not to him that workcth onely , but to him that believeth, forhe is 
holy,l defire to obſerve all the Commands of Chriſt as my rule of life, but 
I am not here by juſtified, but alone by a righteouſneſs out of my lelf,there 
fore I iay none but Chriſt, not by workes of rightcouſneſs that we do, but 
by taith are we ſaved, & that not ofourſelyes it is the guift of God, for he 
that kindleth a fire and compoſeth himſelf about with the ſparks thereof, 
h2 shall lie down in ſorrow, Ifa. 50: 11, for a man may do much in out- 
ward performances , and yet not havea heartright with God:the foolish 
virgins had lamps of protetſion as well asthe wife, but they had not oyle; 
ſo the young man in the Goſpel ſaid to Chriſt , hehad obſerved all the 
Commandinents from his youth , what lacked he yet, but to deny him- 
ſelf, and to part with what he had for Chriſt, totakeup the croſsand to 
follow him , which he could not do, except Chriſt had given him a righ» 
tcous heart for all his outward ſeeming righteouſneſs ? | 

Sothe Scribes and Phariſees blamedCtiſt for all his righteous aQtions, 
but could not ſee the Idol inthir own hearts, for all their righteouſneſs 
ſprung not from a right root, nor was done by a right rule , nor to aright 
end. 

1. Firſt, they had notgracein their hearts . 

2, Secondly, ncither did they do whatthey did by the rule of the word 
of God, bnt by theic own rule. | | 

3- What they did was for their own glory to get them praiſe from men, 
and nottothe glory of God, Amos 4: 4, 5, 6. the which is an abomt- 
nation to the Lord ; this facrifice God is weary of, it is as the eftering 
of Swines blood, and the cutting ofa Dogs neck before the Lord, this' 
made Cains ſacrifice ro be unacceptable jn Ss fGghrof God; mans righ-, 

teouſneſs is as monitruous cloathes, and filthy raggs , that _ ot" 
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not from a heart ſanRiked where Chriſt dels ; al t10ughit be garnished 
with never ſo much parts and guifts, the Lord looks upon the iuward 
righteouſneſs ofthe heart. 

Parts and guifts may ceaſe, but the leaſt meaſure of true grace $hall kold 
out totheend. 

And what ſoever is parts and not grace, Hear not the(e following 
CharaQters upon them, ſuch have not the ſpirit , now the ſpirit is Truth, 
light , andlovye. 

1. Firſt, the ſpirit of truth joynes with the vyord of truth; if an An- 


gel from heaven should bring any other doCtrine, ye are not to receiveit, | 


þ 


and them that believe and truſt in the promile it leads into all truth, wait | 
for the accomplishment of the promiſe of the ſpirit, to teach you all | 


things , and bring all things to your remembrance , which he hath pro- 
miſed shall remaine with us alwayes, John 14: 16, 

This is a good antidote againlt error , this teaching for the moſt part, 

abides and formes the ſoul into it (elf. 
 Themoreof this truth and light comes in, the more a ſoul abhorres it 
ſelf, ſces it 's own emptineſs, and Chriſts fulneſs. 

The more of this light comes into the ſoul, the moreit thirſteth after 
light. 

, The more knowledg it hath of God , the more it loves God , which 
conformes it into his image, and the more it delights in God, and loyes 
them moſt that have = of Godinthem, Pf. 16. all my delight is inthe 
Saints, and them that are excellentin theearth. 

The true ſpirit delights in all the commands of God, which shews true 
love to God, if youlove me keep my Commandments , Jo, 14: 15, 16. 
and I will pray the Fatherand he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever. 

Itis a meek and a quiet ſpirityit hates pride and lifting up; it ſees enough 
init ſelf dayly to humbleit ; Its full of love to all that God loves, though 
differing from them ; by this shall all men knoyv that you are my PDiſci- 
ples, if you haye love one to another. Joh. 13: 35 

We know that vve are paſſed from death to life; becauſe we love 
the brethren. 1. Joh. 3: 14, 

Now the reaſon why we should cherish this grace of loyeto God, his 
people, and all men are theſe. 

Firſt , becauſe without loye, which is charity , weare but as ſounding 
braſs or tinckeling Cymbals, all we do without this is nothing, 2 Cor. 1 3. 
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Secondly , becauſe Chriſt hath ſaid, becauſe Iniquity shall abound, 
the love of many $hall wax cold in the laſt dayes. Mat. 24-12. 

Thirdly, becauſe it is one of Chriſts laſt and great Commandments, 
John. 13: 34- 1. of Joh. 2.7. 8. | 

Fourthly, it renders us much like unto our Maſter ChriſtJeſus, AQs.,10: 
38. who went about doing good to all; let us labour to follow his example, 
$hevv pitty to them, that God hathnot yet 5hewed ſo much pitty to, as he 
hath done unto us; do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that diſpitetully uſe you. Mart. 5. 44: 45. 

Theſe were Godsteachingsto mee in the abſence of faithful Teachers, 
when they were removed into corners; Which was a fore afflition to mee, 
but 1 look at what mercy God afoards mee in all afflitions, ſeing I am un- 
vvorthy of the leaſt mercy, for it yvere a righteous thing vvith God te cut 
us _ » and I maryailed at his patience and long ſuffering vvith mee, and all 
others. 

I find by experience that reading theScripture before prayer many times 
quickeneth the heart to Chriſt. 

And to meditate on Gods mercies to our ſoules and bodyesz and what 
great things Chriſt hath ſuffered to purchaſe theſe mercies for us : isa_ 
great help to ſtir up tothat heavenly duty of praiſing and thankfulneſs : 
which is a maine duty 1 would (tir up my ſelf and others unto, becauſe our 
hearts are apt to be very backward unto itz and ſecondly, becauſeitis a 
duty to be done at all times. In all things give thankes , yea in afflictions: 
For God hath proiniſed , all shall worke together for good to them that 
love God. Thirdly , to be filled with the Spirit of praiſes , makes the 
ſoul tolive in heaven whileit is on earth : verily, we had need be ſtirred 
up tothis duty ; for he that offers praiſe glorifies God. Pſal. 50. laſt verſe. 

And Ieſus Chriſt complaines againſt the negle& of ir, in that place 
where the ten Leppers were clenſed , and but one did returne thankes: 
ſaith Chriſt, was there not ten cleuſed, but where are the nine? O! athank- 
ful frame doth compoſe the heart to great contentedneſs in every condi- 
tion : it is ofa divine natute : it ſtirres up the graces of God in the ſoul , 
as loye and faith with hope in God and charity to others. 

Therefore pray for the Spitit of God , toput the heart into a praiſing 
frame for there's need of the exerciſe of Ah heavenly wiſdome inthe 
performance of this duty: for 't is a ſpiritual work, 

Another experience I have had that it is ourduty, ard very pro- 
fitable to watch againſt all evil thoughs : theſe fren grieve the holy Sp 
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rit of God; as ofold he complained, howlong $hall vain thoughts lodg 
within you, and God looking upon man, beholding what was in his heart, 
and ſceing his thoughts ro be evil onely, and continually , and it repent 
ed the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at 
the heart;. and God ſaid, I will diſtroy man whom 1 have created from the 
facre of the earth, Gen.5: 6. Andthen down comes the flood of Gods 
diſpleaſure upon the old world , not for {inful ations only, but thoughts 
alſo : Therefore keep your hearts with all diligence , Proy. 4:23, For 
f the heart the mouth ſpeaketh : And in the multi- 
tude of words is (in. | 
 Iwoulddefire all totake heed of idle words : and mind well what ye 
ſpeak, when and how; avoid all needleſs ſpeeches: and put far away all 
vain foolish jelting; an evil, which my ſelf was ſome times very prone too, 
and as too many do harm by , Iendeayored to make my felt and others 
metry : butalas, 't is ſinful mirth, andit will bring ſadneſs here, or els 
which is worſe, end in ſorrow hereafter: thus was I convinced of this ec v.1 
being upon a joyrney , meeting one that was a [tranger to mee , thinking 
to make him and my ſelf laugh : ſpoake jeſtingly to him; but he preſently 
fella ſwearing and curſing, and railing; which when I heard, wounded me 
tothe heart, that Iby my folly should provoke the poor man ſo to (in a- 
ainſt God , my mirth ſoqn turned into mourning. And while 1 mourned 
fore the Lordoverthis my greatevil, which had produced ſuch a ſad ef- 
fe&t, God was pleaſed toſet this upon my heart. Cannot 1 makethee 
more merry with heavenly and ſpiritual joy, then thou canit make thy ſelf 
with ſuch foolish vain and ſinful mirth. Andthe Lord hath ſince hlled 
mee with that ſweet refreshing joy : that isa thouſand times better tro mee 
then all ſinful mirth, 

Further, in reference to words, I would commend unto yow ſome 
Scripture rules: lam, 1:26. compared with Math. 12: 27. from whence 
we may obſerve , that when any perſon doth utter words that be vain, 
earthly, or froward, it doth plainly wanifeſt that there is an earthly, vain, 
and froward heart z whish is an abomination tothe Lord, Prov. 11: 20. 
and in 1am. 1: 19. The Apoſtle doth perſwade Chriſtians to be ſwift ta 
hear, but ſlow to ſpeak, and flow to wrath . And Jeſus doth exhort his 
followers that their yea should be yea,and their nay nay ; ſaying,that what 
foeyer is mores evil: And Iams1; 28. bidsus lay apart all filthmeſs and 
fuperfluity of naughtineſs : thatis to ſay , what ever is more then need- 
fun words , apparel, and dict; yea, andinall things, and whatever 

pro- 
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profeſſion any perſon way make, it they bridle nor their tonge , they de. 


| ceivethemſelves and their Religion is vain; hath God through his free 


grace , paſſed his diſtinguishing love upon a little Remnant : doubtleſs 
'tis their duty then to diltinguish themſelves from others, in their words 
habit, and in their whole converſatiou foto walke as becometh the Goſ- 
pel: Phil, 1: 27, Surely if perſons were awakened by the voice of God, 

thatſpeaks lowd in the preſent afflictions,they would ſo doe;'t now is not a 
time tor any of Gods Children to continue their ſuperfluities, when many 
do want neceſſarics: Let me intreat ſuch to read, and mind what is writ- 
ten tn Rom. 12: 1,2. And I Pet.2:11. If we could but be moderate in the 

uſe of all things : what good Stewards should we be of the manifold bleſ- 
lings of God ; which he hath betruſted us with, and we muſt give an ac- 
count of in the day of the Lord. 

Proſperity hath made many toglory inthe flesh3 and exalt themſelyes, 
in, which vain glory ſome ſtill do continue: although the great Eter- 
nal God hath and doth teſtify from heaven againſt it, botif it be not re- 
pented of , and departed.from , God wil turnitinto shame, Hoſea 4: 7. 
As they were increaſed, fo they finned againſt me, therefore will I 


| change their glory into shame : itsnowatrying time , andall perſons by 
* their converſations will diſcover what they arezand were everthe deeds and 


workes ofthe fleshappear,and arealowed,'tis evident there is not theSpirit 
of God inthem: And they who have not the Spirit of Chriſt are none of 
his : And*tis not a talking of, but walking in the Spirit, will help againſt 
the fulfilling the luſts ofthe flesh, and manifeſt who are the true Children 
of God. Oh! that perſons were wiſe , toconfider their latter end, then 
ſurely they would not negle& the knowledg of thoſe things that belong to 
their peace : but chuſe that better part , that shallneyer betaken from 


| them. Which would make them happy forever. 


Oh! thatall would be perſuaded to commune with their own hearts, 
and conſider their own wayes: And to mind the dreadful Judgments of 
God, and his vials of wrath that shall be powred out againſt fin and fin- 
ners, ſurely they would ſee it is high time to realy pride , vain 
glory, coveteouſneſs, oppreſſion, hypocriſy, mallice, 2nd all fin: For 
verily , God is ifalag ia theſe things , and for perſons ſtil! to continue 
therein, may it not be feared and juſtly exſpe&ted, that God should in- 
creale his Judgments, and punish ſeayen times more : Leit.26: 21, 24« 
They who departe not from fin God will departe from them : and hoyv {adthatis 
let foules conſider ; read Hoſes 9: 11, 12, 14+ "4 FA 
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Therefore who ever yyould not becternally ſeperated from God, le ;v\ 
them in time ſeperate from all ſin : And let poor ſoules take ſpeciall heed} gf 
they livenot in any knovvnevil , nor neglect any knovyn duty , but put 
onthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and make no proviſion for the flesh to fultil the® 5 
luſts thereof; for if yelive atter the flesh ye sha)ldye : Butif yethrough® gþ 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body , ye shall live , Roy. 8: 1 3. let 
me propound but this on queſtion , and | vvishall young and old, Rich 
| and poor to mind it,vvhether or no it is not better to ſeparate from ſin,the 
Fi that ſin should ſeperate thee from God for ever. 

8 - Oh! vybatneedis there, that all vvho love God and their ovvn ſoules, © inj 
Should hate, abhorre, and depart from all in, becauſe'tis that vvhich® $9 
God doth ſo hate, as he vvill punish it vvhere ever hefindsir. Yea, ifaÞ yy; 
David, a Man after Gods ovyn heart do commit any fin, he muſt bere-# 11 
proved forit ; and God yvill {o frovyne as it may coſt many ſigths , 'pray-# yg 
ers, andtears, before God reſtore unto him the joy of his ſalvation, -and, yo 
though ſecretly committed , yet God yvill punish openly that others my 
hear and fear. 2 Sam. 12: 12. © 

Oh! hovy have found by ſad experience, that pride is a breeding ſing} up! 
nb and ſpiiitual pride 1s indeed the very vvorſt , vvhen perſons cometo hay jne 
s a little knoyvledg of the things of God ,.and have ſer a fevv ſteeps inÞ y51 
ww his vvayes : Many be too prone, thento be puffed up vvith ſelf con# gy; 

; ccite, andto judg all others to be in errors, vvho are not juſt of theitÞ thr 
perſwaſion; and ſo tojudge cenſure , and condemnethem for Heretikes'Þ the 

| and to perſecute them at leaſt vvith the tonge , bur though ſometimes Paw 5a 

S. | did thus 3 he acknoyvledgeth it vvas from a Phariſaical ſpirit , which vit# yer 
had all need totake heed of : and judg not ; and ye shall not be judged. yyj 
Alas ! our heavenly Father' have many children , but there be babes and my 
ſome ſtronge men: they are not all of an age, nor cannot all ſee alike, na- cau 
ate alike; let all the beloved of God (ceaſe ſmicing and) manifeſt tru fou 
love one another.'And vvhat ever their perſwaſion be all vvho are humble yyt 
and holy, and do faithfully yyalke up to the light they have received , IF fait 
them be beloved forthe Fathers ſake. Oh!that vve may be filled vvith thafff to 
erace of true Charity ; for thatis a ſpec1al antidote agair.ſt all pride » mY and 
lice and any evil thoughts, and evil ſpeakings, and prejudice, and offencalf} yvt 
one againſt another, 1 Cor, 13; 1, 4. &c. There vye may read at la 
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of the excellency of true charity. Oh! the more any one is filled vvith the} Mi, 
good Sp1 it of God, the more $hall they be enabled againſt all the vvorllg cati 
and fruits of the flesh ; therefore I yyould counſel perſons vyhen they 

ay 
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avvake, vyait tor the teachings of the Spirit , and for the accomplishment 
of that promiſe made ro the laſt dayes. And vyhat the Spirit teacheth.do 
? ye committo the Spirits keeping : andthey, vvhith vyhom it is the day 

of Gods povver are made vvilling both to hear the Spirits yoyce, and 


| obeyit. 
And I vyould haveall to endeavor diligently for the injoyment of the 


ich} Spirit, and hearkenevery one that hath an ear: vyhat it ſpeaks , for the 


teachings thereof are very glorious ; it makes a ſoul live as it yvere in hea- 
| yenvvhileonearth, Surely vvhen Dawels faith yyas made ſtrong by the 
* injoyment of this bleſſed Spirit of God, fo as nothing could hinder him 
from the vvorship of God. Oh! vyhat ſyveet communion did he injoy 
| vvith God, and although throvyn into the liong den, yet there yyonder- 


e-® fully and comfortably preſerved, 1 have found this, that vye are too ready 


to diſpiſe or flight the Spirit of God, vvhenit appears in ſomething be- 
ond us, or out of our reach, but let us take heed of this evil alſo. 
| Thisgood Spirit of Gol is that yvhich yvillenable us to chuſe to ſuffer 
# rather then toſin, and in all our ſuffering it vvill vyonderfully aſliſt and 
| uphold us, and carry through the ſoreſt firy tryals, and if yve be throvvn 
into ſufferings for Chriſt ſake, be ſure he yvil make one yvith us to uphold 
' usin the furnis ; and vye need not ſtudy hoyv yye shall be delivered from 
our ennemies,for God yvill deal vvith them as he did vvith Daniel, and the 


'® threeChildren; for he will recompence the wickedneſs of the wicked upon 


their ovvn heads; therefore fear not , but ſtand till and yvait, and yovy 
* shall ſcethe ſalvation of God. And Ido not think that theſe things be gi- 
* yeninto mefromthe Lord for my oyvne ſake only, but for your benefit, to 
** vyhom it may come; and I hopeI am ſo far from having high thoughts of 
my ſelf,that the more 1 ſee of God, and injoy from God,ſo much the more 
cauſe I have to be humble , and if others find theirhearts as bad as I have 
found mine , they vvill fee cauſe enough to uſeall means yviththem ; and 
vvhen allis done; it muſt be faith inJeſus Chriſt muſt remove this mountain; 
faith vvill carry us out of ourſelves unto Chriſt, and cauſe us to reſt on hian 
to do all our vvorkes for us, and in us, do ye cherish a holy fear agair ft fin, 
and an holy bouldneſs to cometo God , anda holy confidence in himfor 
ay vvhat we come for, and let not the fear of man hinder from apy duty God 
calls thee unto ; to conclude, Ionly commend unto you that yyord in 
Micha 6: 8. So $hal Lleaye this to the bleſſing of the Lord,and the conſide- 
ration of the yvile, 
COUR- 
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COURTEOUS READER, 


F theſe my Experiences ſute not with thy condition , yet let it have 4 pati 
I view of thee, and paſs by what is of the fleſh, Own what is of the ſpirit, anl 
Indg not , what thou ſhalt meet with of the truth : becauſe thou art notyn 
acquainted in that way , for the ſecrets of God are ſometime with pore u 
ones that fears him , and what is come to paſs I bope you will believe; If it wa 
not out of obedience to God , it should not have com'd to your yew , neither woull 
I have put my name to it, if I could have avoided it , for fear of the raſh Iudgment 
ſome , Leaſt it should be thought, I did t out of pride , or to own aprophetical ſpiri, 
which 1 know not, But I owna Prophetical voice of Chriſt , which if be pleaſes 
ſpeak, he can make mee to hear , yea to believe, this I have Experience of : Andi 
theſe Crumes which I have gathered from my bountiful Lords table, you cam 
findit ſavory to you, leave it to the hungry broaken bearted Chriftzans , to whin 
ever crumbe of mercy is ſweet , whenu comes out of love from our bleſſed Saviour 
And let not this be diſpiſed » becauſe it_is the Spirits working in the weak 
yeſſel ; for Chriſt did not rejet the woman though weak,, ignorant, and ſinful ; an 
where he bath forgiven muchyhe maketh them loye much, and follow him ts the la 
eſpecially if they keep the word of h1s patience , bolding fait to every truth of G 
though ut be in an evil time when truth is diſpiſed. 

Mary followed Chriſt to the Lait , and the Lord did ſo af ift her with his Spirit 
who ſhewed her ſtrong afſetions to him, gonig early in the mornnig to the ſepulchnt 
and Chriit put this honour upon her, that ſhe mut bring the firſt glad tidings of 1 
Goſpel of the reſurre&tion unto the Diſciples. 

And his appearance to her in that ſeaſon, when ſhe knew not where to ſeek him, 

Chriſt berein ſhewed his great Love toſinners ; for ſhe being a poor ignorant 
man , thoughfull of afſetion , did 4 many of us do now a dayes , ſeek, the living 
mong the dead: but where Chriſt keeps up the affietions of a ſoul to bim ſelf, he 
nifeſts more of the knowledg of bimſelf ; and Chriſt doth teſtify in lobn, 4. T 
it was his meat and drink to do his fathers will', and that was to teach the poor 
knowledg of bis will, And when he made known himſelf to that poor woman, 
afſettions where ſo enlarged that ſhe goes and calls others ver, 34 . thu Chriit 
nished the work of bis fatber, to take care of the weakeſt of hisflock» that 4s the 
man ws firſt in the tranſgreſſion , she might have firſt knowledg of the reſurredian 
the guift of the well of watter , which ſprings up mito everlaſting life ; and tj 
Ja God is pleaſed to give it unto women as well a5 unto men, 

And be doth require that they sbould honour bim as well 4s men , for the free gra 
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of God in Chriſt as wei: to the one 4s the otter, and*t is his free grace that I am what 
I am;, and if this ſmall mite be not accepted (by all,) 1 shall take it 4s anbigh bon- 
nor 10 ſuſſer ſor weil-doing ;, for ough in my ſelf I am low, and find the flesh would 
hinder, aud my memory bad , yet 1 can through grace ſay, the ſpirit hath been my re- 
memlrance, and inthe ſimplicity of my heart [ bave done thts , and out of obedien- 
ce to my good God, which makes the Son of r12hteonſneſs to shine on the weak and on 
the ſlrong. And truely | have nothing to glory in , for I never did ſee my ſelf ſo 
weak 45 now , and ſuuce | had commumon night and day with God , 1 never was ſo 


; much inſelf-loathing and abhorring 45 now; therefore praiſe the Lord with mee, for 


I am 4 poor ſinful creature, and I deſire that all that fear the Lord, to whom this shall 
come, would pray earneſtly to God for me, that 1 may ſtaud faſt in this evil day , and 
may walk humbly, blameleſly, and very barmleſly towards all: ſo that 1 may honour 
bim which hath bonoured me, with his Son, to whom be glory and praiſe for ever. 
Now, to teſtify to all that I bave received (from the Lord) that gift of ſinging 
45 well as the gift of prayer , and any other , therefore I shall preſent to your view 
ſome of thofe Hymnes and ſpiritual Songs : wb an account bow and when they were 
given; and ſo hall leave # 70 the fptritual to Iudge. 


——_— Q_— Qs. 


As I was waiting on the Lord, inthat Ordinance of the 
Lords Supper , this following short Hymne was 


immedntely giyenin. 
Now ny (oxl go forth withpraiſe, , That thin maye#ft raiſe my holy Name}. 

' For G $7 alwa = uf | 3. M ods 18-4 a with cher, 

7 hy life 1s bound wp now in mee , So chat thou art now whole ſet free : 
My precious death hath ſer thee free. Sim nor Suk an cannot thee charge, 

2. Thus Teflimony 1 thee grve , Becauſe my love hath thee wnlarg'd, 

As thu bread was broaken, ſowas 1, , | So ſure as Tami plas't above, 
That thou in mee mighteſt never dye : So ſure art thou now of my loveg. 


” — — —— 


Your waiting 5hall be upon me, till I your ſouls hath filled and 
in the way of rjghteouſneſs you Shall be n ade to yeeld, 


- 


F i 


42 eA (Chriftian Womans experiences 


Another time I having been waiting on the Lord in 
breaking bread : And ſoon after was given 
in this following, 


HE Spring #4 come th: dead « gone, 

T Sweet ſtreams of love dith flow - 
7 here 1s 4 Rock,, that you mui! kneck, 
From whence theſe ſiveam do go. 

2. The Banquets ſet, the King us come, 
Toentertam hu Guest : 
All that are weary of them ſins , 
He wantes ro g,ve themreſt . 

3. Thencome , and take your fill of love, 
Here*s joy enough for all , 


| To ſee our King ſorich!y clad , 


And give ſoloud acall. 

4. Here's Wine without mone 'y or price : 
Heres milk to nurich babes : 
You may come to this banquet nw , 
And feede of it moi large. 

5. Then comfert you your ſelves im him ; 
Tz ſweer to ſee hus love , 
That they, that arevedeemed by him , 
May lrve fo free above. 


p—_—_— — — 


And while the afflifting hand of God was upon mee 
in ſome meaſure, this following was given in one 
evening , as a ſong of inſtruction. 


A* fictions are not from the aut , 
Nor ave they in vam ſent : 
But they shall work the w:rk of him , 
That is moſt nobly Bent. 

2. Then let thine eyes look pepon him , 
Which workerh m the dark; 
And let thine heart embrace his love , 
Leaſt thow from him chowld'ſt ſtare. 

3. Although thou canſt not ſee bus wor, 
Yer waite on hym with joy ; 
For none shall hinder now his work,, 
Nov none shall bum Andy. 

T be willing t0 take wp 


4+ 
The croſs, ebfollow him, 
And waite uh wall make hu cup , 
Toflow up to phe brim. 

5. Seting thou art now called unto 
The e of bus will , 
Fon gi —_— * 
Believe , and ſtand thou ſill. 

6. If that the Lord did not thee [ove , 
Me would mt (hrs pains takgs, 


es 


Toletr thee ſee hz grace in thee , 
And alſothze awake. 

7. It ſc owers away the drifie from thee, 
And takes gwty thy timne : . 
It makes thy ſou! fir for ro hear 
The worce of thy fwert King. 

8. It makes the ſoul further to know 
T he Sonship of hus grace ; 

And weanes the ſoul from things below , 
That it m ty ſeek his face. 

9. Irputs the wiſe ro ſee h;s work, , 
And puts him m the way , 

That he may pony ſeekrbe Lord , 
Without further delay. 

10. /tmak,s hummowreſolve wpon 

Obedzence to bus grace ; 
And watchful m the way he goes , 
That he may ſeek his face. ' 

11. lt makes him loo enght from God, 
Toheale his flideng ry aidt 4 
It makes him look wp to the Rock, 
For that wohich he dot Lack, 


' 
z : 
© | 
» s 
- 
- by” 
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Of the gloriow working of Gods free grace_, 


43 


This was November the 20. in the Year 1656. 


{ON 2s God's precroow plant , 

/, The Lord will woatter it every day: 
U | Zion 85 God®s holy ore, 
It sha!l mot vouhet her nor dec ty. 

2. Zion rs that fenced wvell , 
A Tovver that nie shall throwo dow” n : 
0! Zion 1: that glortowe hold , 
That God will keep bath ſafe and ſovond. 

3. Zionss that pleaſant Plent , 
That God will hedg about each hour ; 
0! Zionss Gods heritage , 
And he will keep it by hes powrver. | 

4. Therefore let not thy beart novv faint, 
Fer Zions ſake hold not thy peace ; 
Fur our God wodll hear Zions Pla ; 
Th:refore groe thy God nouv no re#t, 
Till chow woith Lion he hath ble#?. 

5. Let Zion &ovv her time drawves near, 
She may look up novo woithaut fear : 
Let Lion knowv her God doth live , 
Th.1t hath her portron for to groe, 

6. Lit Zions Children nowy rejoyee , 
And lett hem pras ſes ſong : 


O! let themlift up pleaſant voyeew , 
In honnoy to their King. 

7. Let Zion knovy her God 15 true , 
That wwill her mercies nowy renewv , 
She shall recerve great things from him , 
Who 1s her glory, and her King. 

8. Alrhowg afflictions thould hold on , 
And troubles showld ariſe-; 

Yet God woill ovon his precioges one, 
Ther prayers bee'll not de ſpiſe. 

9. Orr Kyng chall reigne m righteouſneſs, 
Hrs glory chall shine forth ; 
He woill come forth in Iudgment then, f 
For hys poor ſamts comfort. 

10. Our King (hall reigne in glory then , 
He hall himſelf come up , 
His enemies then shall fall woith ſpeed 
And be made but 4 puf. 

11. Thenles my people quiet [it , 
And wwas on bim vwoith joy ; 
There 1s 4 time dravuer near at hand , 
Nothing 5þ 111 chem Amy. 


T Forthe confirmation hereof do ye mind theſerwo Seri 


Eſai.45: 13. and Pſalm89: 19. 


T*® E poor then of the flock, ball find a reft ; 
And 1 their God, and portion, will them bleſs : 

And they shall to me for a refuge fly , 
And I will be their belpe continually, 

2. Then hall their ſouls alone in mee rejoyce , 
That I baye made of them my onely choyce , 
I vyill fill them in that day vyuh my povyer , 
So they shall vyait on me then every hour, 

3+ Their ſoul 5hall be as vvattered plants vyith deyy, 
And I my mercy yyill to them renevy; 
Their beats sball be ingaged vvith my love, 
For I yyill move in them from povyer aboye . 

4+ This 1s the portion that 1 novy vyill give, 
Vnto all thoſe that ſtrifes humbly to live ; 
Therefore rejoyce in God your onely. guide © 
Vi hich in this day of trouble vvill you hide. 

E N 


D.. 


44 <A Chrift,Wom. exper. of the glor, work, of Gods free orate_, 


Wake , awake , put on my ſtrength , 
And mime owne comel yneſs, 
Look won mee for 1 have 
Wroght thy delrverance . 
2. Thox art black, butcomely in 
M:necyecs, that doth behold 
e (we, ring mine cone righteor ſe ſs, 
# hich glory cmmt becould . 
3. Iwaed long on thee, t2 ſee ; 
"hen thou wouldſt mee 1mbrace , 
And when thou woul ai look ep t9 mee, 
To ſee my glorioze face. 
4. And now , what [ay rho unto mee ? 
Have 1 not done thee good ? 
And have netſpr'd to ſer thee free , 
Myge own Sons prercom blood. 
5. Therefore ler all 
A ſac; fice of praiſe , 
And ro my hol yneſs groe up 
by ſelf m ail my wayes . 


' 
| 
' 
: 
' 
| 
' 
| 


6. Lermt the World fo ſad thy heart, 
Ny caſt thee down [5 ow, 
For if thou wart upon my grace , 
Ay ſecrers chars chale (row. 
7. Be watchf il, and keep cloſe ro me. 
Thy Garments : do not ſhame ; 
And th it wil! be to thy poor fonl , 
A certam heaventy gam. 
8. Takeheed of glorym g 11 my love 
Brett walk humbly and low , 
For it 1s onely my felneſs F 
That makes thee thus to flow. 
9. There is by pathes to wander in, 
That Sathan would advance , 
But I will keep thee by my power , 
And be thy delrverance. 
10. Bewatchful and keep cloſe ra mee, 
My Garments do net ſoy , 
For they are thine ro cover thee ; 
Be watchful then a while, 


H where chall 1 find now 
A people quicken d full, 
That ſeek, all rumes to lrveon God , 
Ad ech to do bus will. 
2. A people that deny themſeives , 
And eck the croſs up take , 
That doth delight im God alone , 
And ech the World forſake. 
3. A people that abbor themſclves, 
And over their ſins weep , . 
A-people mourning 0 the Land , 
And doth him dayly ſeek, 
4. Apeople that believes m God , 
By farth dr awes vertue fill : 
Lay hold on prounſe which 15 true 
Conternted with his will. 


—- 


5. A people chat the word (ſ[ecm \ 
Keepeng cloſe there dayly,, 

And for arule the [ame dath take , 
when others from it fly. 

6. Therm hearts are faſtened on the Lord , 
The NJ for A refuge 'Y» 

That God woonld nov help by bus pour er , 
In therr extremity. 

7. Their cries are nov unto the Lord , 
Thy ſeek m him t0 hide , 

To take of novo his heavy hand , 

| _— let worath abide 

8. With ſuch 4 people woould 1 ſpend , 
My he pry 4 &5 N0wU ie 

Oh! rhink wpon ,, ſervantLord, . 

And th me mrov drauu near. 


J_ — 


Iafſureyou CouRTEoOus READER thele are not ſtuded 
things, but aregiyen in immediately. 
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